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	Activity 1: Exploring Study and Work Opportunities
Complete the following activity in pairs.   



Part 1: TVET Colleges and local job opportunities

[image: ]1.	Scan the QR code or visit the link: bit.ly/4tiOAYM 



2.	Find the TVET college nearest to where you live. 
Click on the college and look for information about the courses offered and the admission requirements.
3.	Explore local job opportunities.
	Click on the "Jobs" tab and search for job opportunities in your area. 
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Choose THREE stores or businesses in your town and take note of the requirements for working there.

Part 2: Universities in South Africa

1.	Visit the same link as in Question 1 of Part 1.
2.	Click on the "Studying" tab. 
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3.	Click on the "Universities" tab and find the university nearest to where you live.
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4.	Click on the university you have chosen and research the courses or degrees available.
5.	Is there a degree that interests you? If yes, write down the name of the degree and the university that offers it. If not, explore other universities to see whether they offer a qualification linked to your career interests.

→ Learners will have personal responses to this activity.
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	Activity 2: Pathways into Tertiary Education
Complete the following activity individually.   



Read the extract below and answer the following questions.
	Alternative pathways into tertiary education

Not every learner receives the matric results they hoped for. However, lower matric results do not always mean that a learner’s study or career goals are impossible.

A learner who does not meet the requirements for a degree or diploma may still be able to achieve a Higher Certificate. A Higher Certificate is a qualification on its own and can often be completed in one year. After completing this qualification successfully, a learner may be able to apply for a diploma or degree in a related field. This means that a learner’s path may take longer, but it can still lead towards the career they want.

The most important lesson is that there is often more than one way to reach a career goal. Some pathways may require extra time, effort and perseverance, but further study remains possible if learners are willing to research their options and ask for help.

[Adapted from https://www.news24.com/ Accessed: 7 May 2026]



1.	Critically discuss why it is important for learners to research different tertiary study 
options before giving up on a career goal.							   (1 × 4) (4)

It is important because…
· they may discover alternative entry routes into their chosen field, (🗸) such as starting with a Higher Certificate/diploma, (🗸) which can help them continue studying even if they did not qualify for their first-choice programme, (🗸) thereby allowing them to work towards their career goal through a different pathway. (🗸)
· different institutions may have different entry requirements for similar programmes, (🗸) which means that being rejected by one institution does not necessarily mean that all study options are closed, (🗸) and this can help learners make more informed decisions about where to apply, (🗸) thereby preventing them from giving up too soon. (🗸)
· they may find related qualifications that still connect to their interests/strengths, (🗸) since many careers can be reached through more than one field of study, (🗸) which can help learners adjust their plan without abandoning their broader career goal, (🗸) thereby keeping their future plans realistic/achievable. (🗸)
· it can help learners understand how qualifications build on one another, (🗸) for example how a certificate may lead to a diploma/how a degree may lead to postgraduate study, (🗸) which can help them plan a longer but still possible route towards their chosen career, (🗸) thereby giving them hope/direction after a setback. (🗸)
Any ONE of the above for FOUR marks
(i.e. ONE mark for statement, ONE mark for elaboration, ONE mark for qualifier/explanation and ONE mark for outcome)

2.	Suggest ONE practical step a learner could take if they did not qualify for their first-choice 
tertiary programme. In your answer, also indicate how this step could help them continue 
working towards their career goal.								   (1 × 3) (3)

The learner could…
· contact a tertiary institution/career advisor to ask about alternative entry routes, (🗸) which can help them identify qualifications such as Higher Certificates/diplomas linked to their field of interest, (🗸) thereby allowing them to continue working towards their career goal through a different pathway. (🗸)
· research related Higher Certificate programmes at different institutions, (🗸) which can help them find a qualification that may later give them access to a diploma/degree, (🗸) thereby keeping their study/career plans realistic and achievable. (🗸)
· apply for a bridging/extended programme, if available, (🗸) which can help them strengthen their academic knowledge before entering the full programme, (🗸) thereby giving them better preparation to succeed in their chosen field of study. (🗸)
· improve their marks by rewriting specific matric subjects, (🗸) which can help them meet the minimum requirements for their preferred programme in the future, (🗸) thereby increasing their chances of gaining access to their chosen study/career pathway. (🗸)
· research similar careers linked to their interests/subjects, (🗸) which can help them identify another study option that still matches their strengths/career goals, (🗸) thereby allowing them to adjust their plan without giving up on their future. (🗸)
Any ONE of the above for THREE marks
(i.e. ONE mark for statement, ONE mark for qualifier/explanation and ONE mark for outcome)

[Total: 7]
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	Activity 4: Reflection
Complete the following activity individually.   



1.	Rate your level of understanding of the career-related topics covered over the last few weeks.
	
	1 – I am really struggling to understand this
2 – I still feel unsure
3 – I understand this well

	Topic
	Rating: 1/2/3

	Writing an application letter
	

	Writing a CV
	

	Completing an application form
	

	Feeling competent in a job interview
	

	Managing expectations around career goals in relation to socio-economic realities
	

	Understanding the different kinds of jobs in the South African workforce
	

	Understanding the different higher education study options in South Africa
	



2.	Which topic from this series do you think will be the most useful for your future? Give a reason for your answer.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.	What is ONE action you can take now to better prepare yourself for your future career or study path?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

→ Learners will have personal responses to this activity.
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