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GRADE 12 LIFE ORIENTATION: 
DISCURSIVE ESSAY 

Topic:
Ethics & Democracy (CCC)

Time: 2 hours										Total: 100 Marks
Instructions: 

· You will have 2 hours to complete this task under controlled conditions. You will need to provide thorough planning for this essay and write the essay fully in this time. 
· Read the statement and contextual sources below carefully and then answer the topic statement in the form of a discursive essay format. 
· Ensure all instructions as per the marking criteria are followed.
· Ensure that your responses are viable, that your arguments are adequately expressed and that they are fully justified.   
· Write in blue or black ink only.

Briefly discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement below:

	Democracy provides the only legitimate framework for ensuring ethical governance and a strong moral foundation among citizens and leaders.




Use these sources as a context for your stance and arguments, and include your own opinion to justify your arguments fully.
Ensure that you follow the correct essay writing structure when writing your essay. 
You will need to provide a minimum of EIGHT argument paragraphs, of which at least TWO should be counterarguments or alternative perspectives. 
Ensure that you fulfil the requirements outlined in the marking criteria.

The PEEL Paragraph Structure
	P – Point: 
	Start with a clear topic sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph. 
This should directly support your overall argument.


	E – Evidence: 
	Provide evidence or examples that support your point. This could include facts, 
statistics, quotes, or research findings.


	E – Explain: 
	Explain how your evidence supports your point. This involves interpreting the 
evidence and clarifying its relevance to your argument.


	L – Link: 
	Conclude the paragraph by linking back to your main argument or transitioning to the next point. This helps maintain coherence in your writing. 




Source 1: Various Types of Government
	
	Government type
	How power is extended
	How citizens' needs are met
	Pros
	Cons

	Traditional 
(Traditional)
	Rooted in customs and traditions. The leader inherits the position or is elected.
	Community cooperation and adherence to customs. The society values stability.
	Stability and social cohesion; preserves cultural heritage; easy to maintain in small or homogenous societies.
	Resistance to change; may suppress innovation; can be rigid and outdated.

	Monarchy
(King, Emperor, Aristocrat)
	Inherited through royal bloodlines. Monarchs often claim divine right or historical legitimacy.
	Needs are met via royal decrees, with the monarch making decisions that affect the populace.
	Clear leadership and succession; often provides stability; continuity over generations.
	Risk of tyranny or abuse of power; succession disputes; limited political participation.

	Democracy
	Elections - Citizens have a say in governance.
	Through participation in decision-making, voting and civil liberties.
	Promotes individual rights and freedoms; accountability; adaptable to societal changes.
	Decision-making can be slow; vulnerable to populism and misinformation; minority rights may be overlooked.

	Communism
(Marxist, Socialist)
	Centralised in the state, with leadership derived from a revolutionary ideology or party.
	The state plans and distributes resources aiming for equality; private property is limited or abolished.
	Aims for economic equality; no class disparities; can mobilise resources efficiently.
	Lack of individual freedoms; inefficiency and bureaucracy; risk of authoritarianism.

	Dictatorship
(Fascism, Autocracy, Oligarchy, Totalitarianism)
	Power is seized or maintained through force, coercion, or suppression of dissent. Centralised in a single individual or small group.
	Through state control, dissent is often suppressed.
	Quick decision-making; stability in certain contexts; effective in crisis or authoritarian regimes.
	Suppresses freedoms and rights; potential for abuse and corruption; instability upon the leader's death or removal.



[DeepAI Prompt: Create summary comparisons between various types of governments: Traditional, Monarchy, Democracy, communism, dictatorship indicating how power is extended, how citizen needs are met and the pros & cons of each.]






Source 2: The Billionaire War on Democracy

	You don’t need a secret plan to weaken democracy – just a lot of money and time. Around the world, extremely rich people are changing democracy not with violent coups*, but quietly and slowly. They don’t take over by force. Instead, they use their wealth to influence laws, media, and politics. They fund lawsuits, buy newspapers, and support politicians to get what they want. At first, it might seem like they’re just helping or participating, but over time, their true goals become clear.

For example, billionaire Peter Thiel funded a lawsuit that shut down Gawker Media. He wasn’t just upset about a story; he wanted to send a message: if you cross a billionaire, they can ruin you without even winning in court. Wealthy people also use the legal system to scare people who speak out, like journalists or activists, by making them spend huge amounts of money on legal fights. This silences critics, because speaking out becomes too costly.

Big media companies are also controlled by wealthy owners who shape what people see and believe. Rupert Murdoch’s media empire makes it seem like facts are flexible and that partisanship is just business. Elon Musk’s takeover of Twitter (now called X) shows how controlling information can influence what people believe is true. Democracy needs shared facts and trust, but the wealthy can create confusion and chaos instead.

Money also dominates elections. Billionaires pour millions into political groups and influence campaigns, not to support ideas, but to get outcomes that favour them. Once politicians are in office, they often keep pleasing their donors, turning politics into a marketplace for favours rather than a place for real debate.

Some billionaires even try to take control of democracy itself by pretending to help it through philanthropy (charitable giving). They fund certain programmes they like and withdraw support when those programmes don’t meet their goals. What they call generosity often hides a plan to control public institutions without asking the public for approval.

Meanwhile, the super-rich avoid paying taxes. For example, Amazon sometimes pays no federal taxes, and Elon Musk pays very little in personal taxes by living off loans. They benefit from public roads, schools, and services, but then refuse to contribute fairly. This weakens  government, causes public services to fail, and makes people lose trust in democracy. Then the wealthy claim that democracy doesn’t work.

Finally, after weakening the system for years, some of these wealthy elites claim that democracy is broken and propose replacing it with a system run by a small, powerful elite – what’s called a technocracy*. They say democracy is too slow or emotional, but what they really mean is they don’t want ordinary people to have a say. They prefer a system where wealth and power decide everything.

Democracy was meant to be open, fair, and accountable. These are its strengths. But billionaires attack these qualities with lawyers, media, and technology, trying to weaken participation and control. What we are seeing is not democracy failing – it’s being deliberately destroyed by those who fear losing power. They want to outlive democracy and replace it with a system where only the rich rule. 

The real fight isn’t just left vs. right politics; it’s about whether power answers to the people or only to the wealthy.

[Simplified by DeepAI for the purposes of this assessment: Bouzid, A, 30/07/2025, The Billionaire War on Democracy, The Fulcrum, https://thefulcrum.us/ethics-leadership/billionaire-oligarchy, accessed 08/01/2026]



	Glossary:

Coups – a sudden, violent, and unlawful seizure of power from a government.

Technocracy – the government or control of society or industry by an elite of technical experts.
 



Source 3: The value of democracy
	Why should “the people” rule?  Many believe democracy is the best way to govern because it involves citizens in making decisions.

But is democracy really better than other types of government? While a full answer involves deep political philosophy, history – especially the 20th century – shows that democracy has unique features many people find desirable:
1. Democracy helps prevent cruel rulers from gaining power.  
2. Countries with democracies generally do not go to war with each other.  
3. Democratic countries tend to be wealthier and more prosperous.  
4. Democracy promotes human development – improvements in health, education, income,  
    and overall quality of life – more than other governments.

Other features that many people want include:
1. Democracy helps people protect their basic interests.  
2. It guarantees rights that non-democratic governments often cannot or do not provide.  
3. It gives citizens a wider range of personal freedoms, like free speech and religion.  

Some features that critics and some people see as less important, but others value, include:
1. Democracy gives people the maximum chance to live under laws they choose.  
2. It offers the chance for people to take moral responsibility for their choices and decisions.  
3. Only democracy provides a high level of political equality, meaning everyone has an equal 	voice.

Critics of Democracy  
Since ancient times, critics have argued that most people are not capable of governing well because they lack the necessary knowledge, intelligence, wisdom, or character. 

Plato, the famous philosopher, believed the best government should be led by “philosopher-kings” – wise rulers trained to make good decisions. Throughout history, rulers, religious leaders, and political thinkers have believed that ordinary people cannot govern themselves effectively. This idea was common until the early 20th century and has often been used to justify dictatorships and one-party rule.


Problems and Challenges  
Democracies face growing challenges today, especially in the 21st century. 
· Economic Problems: When citizens feel insecure financially or see their living standards decline, support for democracy weakens. This leads to less voting, lower trust in institutions, admiration for autocratic leaders, and votes for extremist parties that oppose democracy.
· Political Fragmentation and Polarisation: When political parties are weak or deeply divided, it’s harder for governments to pass effective laws. If parties have very different views, reaching compromises becomes difficult, making it seem like one group’s gain is another’s loss.  
· Extremism: When political disagreements turn into hatred or violence, democracy is threatened. Extremist parties may try to undermine democratic rules, and this increases the costs and difficulties of changing governments peacefully.  
· Weak Opposition and Accountability: Democracy relies on a credible opposition to hold governments accountable. When opposition parties are seen as undesirable or unlikely to win, governments face less pressure to act responsibly.
· Major Threats to Democratic Performance and Stability: The main ongoing threats to democracy, especially in developed countries, focus on trends that are global and persistent.

Economic Insecurity and Inequality  
Democracies depend on citizens’ economic well-being. When people’s income drops below about $16,750 per year (+/- R266 647 p.a.), democracies tend to become less stable. Countries that are very poor or have rising inequality often face more problems, including political unrest or even coups.  

Democracies do better when economies are diverse and not dependent on a single resource, like oil. Countries that depend heavily on natural resources often have less democratic stability because those in control of resource wealth can hold onto power.  

In wealthy democracies, economic changes have led to job losses, especially in manufacturing, and a shift toward service jobs. Traditional long-term employment has declined, and many people now expect to change jobs multiple times, often in lower-paying positions with fewer benefits. Income inequality has grown, with the rich becoming richer relative to everyone else.  

How Can Democracy Be Strengthened?  
Sometimes, the wealthy support social programs that help others, which keeps democracy stable. But many governments focus less on helping the disadvantaged. For example, during the 2008 financial crisis, governments bailed out banks but did little to help ordinary people who lost homes. This increases feelings of betrayal and distrust in political parties.

[Summarised by AI: Dahl, R, 2026/01/19, The theory of democracy, Britannica,  https://www.britannica.com/topic/democracy/The-value-of-democracy, accessed 28/01/2026]




	Glossary:

· Autocrat: A ruler with total power, ruling without democratic processes.  
· Representative democracy: Citizens elect representatives who make laws and policies on their behalf.  
· Human development: Improvements in health, education, income, and overall life quality.  
· Extremism: Holding extreme political beliefs, sometimes leading to violence or hatred.  
· Polarisation: Deep division and hostility between different political groups.  
· Capital flight: When wealthy individuals move their money out of a country to avoid taxes or instability.  
· Social welfare: Government programmes that provide support like healthcare, education, and income assistance.  
· Globalisation: The process of increased worldwide trade, communication, and cultural exchange.  
· Economic insecurity: Worries about losing income, jobs, or social status.  
· Democratic stability: The ability of a democracy to last and function effectively over time.  
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GRADE 1 2   LIFE ORIENTATION:    DISCURSIVE ESSAY      Topic :   Ethics & Democracy   ( CCC )     Time:  2   hours                     Total:  100   Marks   Instructions :         Y ou will have  2 hours to complete this  task  under controlled conditions.  You will need to  provide  thorough  planning  for this essay and write the essay fully in this time.       Read the statement and contextual sources below carefully and then answer the topic  statement in the form of a discursive essay format.       Ensure all instructions  as per the marking criteria  are followed.      Ensure that your responses are viable, that your arguments are adequately expressed  and that they are fully justified .           Write in blue or black ink only.     Briefly  discuss   the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement below:    

Democracy provides the only legitimate framework for ensuring ethical  governance and a strong moral foundation among citizens and leaders.  

    Use these sources as a context for your stance and arguments ,   and include  your own opinion   to  justify your arguments fully.   E nsure that you follow  the  correct essay writing structure when writing your essay .    You will need to provide a minimum of EIGHT argument paragraphs, of which at least TWO  should be counterarguments or alternative perspectives.    Ensure that you fulfil the requirements outlined in the marking criteria .     The PEEL Paragraph Structure  

P   –   Point :    Start with a clear topic sentence that states the main idea of the paragraph .    This should directly support your overall argument.    

E   –   Evidence :    Provide evidence or examples that support your point. This could include facts,    statistics, quotes, or research findings.    

E  –   Explain :   Explain how your evidence supports your point. This involves interpreting the    evidence and clarifying its relevance to your argument.    

L   –   Link :    Conclude the paragraph by linking back to your main argument or transitioning  to the   next point. This helps maintain coherence in your writing.   

    S ource 1 : Various  Types of Gove rnment  

