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Lesson 2 – Worksheet MEMO
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	Activity 1: Elections in South Africa
Complete the following activity individually.



Answer the following questions on elections.		
					

1.	Name the body that oversees all elections to ensure that they are free and fair.	   	   (1 × 1) (1)
	 The Electoral Commission (IEC) (🗸)

2.	State TWO reasons why young people might not go out to cast their vote on election 
days. 	    											   (2 × 1) (2)

 They might…
· feel that their vote will not make a difference. (🗸)
· lack information about how voting works/where to vote. (🗸)
· not trust political parties/leaders. (🗸)
· be discouraged by long queues/transport difficulties. (🗸)
· feel disconnected from politics/uninterested in current issues. (🗸)
· be influenced by peers who are also not voting. (🗸)
· be confused about whether they are registered to vote. (🗸)
· feel overwhelmed by political information/campaign promises. (🗸)
· not understand the importance of participating in elections. (🗸)

Any TWO of the above for ONE mark each

3.	Discuss the importance of young people voting during local elections.		                (1 × 2) (2)
	  
  It can…
· give young people a direct say in decisions affecting their community, (🗸) which can ensure services/resources/opportunities reflect their needs/priorities. (🗸)
· help strengthen accountability in local government, (🗸) which can encourage councillors to deliver better services when they know young voters are actively participating. (🗸)
· ensure that youth concerns, such as safety/recreation/education/job opportunities, are represented in decision-making, (🗸) which can lead to improvements that directly benefit young people. (🗸)
· encourage active citizenship among young people, (🗸) which can strengthen democratic participation/build long-term community involvement. (🗸)
· help shape the future development of their community, (🗸) which can result in better facilities/services/opportunities for everyone. (🗸)

Any ONE of the above for TWO marks
(i.e. ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier/explanation)
[Total: 5]
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	Activity 2: Pop Quiz
Complete the following activity individually.



Various options are provided as possible answers to the following questions. Choose the correct answer and write only the letter (A–D) next to the question numbers (1 to 5), e.g. 5 D.

1.	When citizens vote in an election, they give leaders the authority to make decisions on their behalf. This is called a:
A. Constitution
B. Mandate (🗸)
C. Petition
D. Campaign

2.	A person who brings the concerns of their local community to Parliament or a municipal council is known as a:
A. [bookmark: _heading=h.4obv8d6f2w70]Councillor
B. Representative (🗸)
C. Voter
D. Speaker

3.	The main purpose of lobbying is to…
A. hold multiple elections in local areas.
B. create awareness about human rights.
C. influence government decisions or policies. (🗸)
D. collect votes for political parties or candidates.

4.	Which action below is an example of advocacy?
A. Voting responsibly in an election every five years.
B. Marching peacefully to raise awareness about bullying. (🗸)
C. Registering as many voters as possible for the next election.
D. Holding a private meeting with the mayor and their committee.

5.	Citizens should pay attention to political party promises during election campaigns to…
A. know when to protest about service delivery.
B. ensure they can hold leaders accountable later. (🗸)
C. build positive relationships with politicians.
D. increase their chances of getting government jobs.
    (5 × 1) (5)
[Total: 5]
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	Activity 3: Reflection
Complete the following activity individually.



1. Think about what qualities make a good leader. Write down THREE qualities you would look for in a candidate/political party before voting one day.






2. Describe ONE cause or issue you feel strongly about and one small action you could take to support it (at school or in your community).
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







→ Learners will have personal responses to this activity.
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