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	Activity 1: Democratic Principles and Processes
Complete the following activity individually.



1.	Read the extract below and answer the following questions.
	South Africans believe in democracy and the rule of law

An Ipsos poll found that 82% of South Africans believe in democracy, human rights, the rule of law and strong participation from 1civil society as universal values that every nation should uphold. This matches the global average of 81%. Most South Africans also feel the country should set a moral example for the world and support global goals such as peace and equality. 

Glossary:
1civil society: ordinary people and organisations (like NGOs, community groups, churches, charities and unions) that work together outside of government.
[Adapted from: News24, bit.ly/4qRpqk3 Acessed: 10 November 2025]



1.1	Define the term 'rule of law'. 								   (1 × 2) (2)
	Rule of law refers to…
· the principle that everyone in a country must obey the law, (🗸) including leaders/government officials. (🗸) 
· a system where laws apply equally to all people (🗸) and no one is above the law. (🗸)
· the idea that government power is limited by the law (🗸) and decisions must be made according to the law. (🗸)
· a principle that protects people’s rights (🗸) by ensuring laws are fair/applied consistently. (🗸)
Any ONE of the above for TWO marks
1.2	Explain TWO reasons why the rule of law is an important principle in 
a democracy. 	   									   (2 × 2) (4)
It…
· keeps government accountable for their actions/decisions, (🗸) which helps prevent leaders from acting above the law. (🗸)
· prevents government officials from abusing/misusing their power, (🗸) which protects citizens from unfair or unlawful treatment. (🗸)
· makes justice accessible to all citizens, (🗸) which means people can use the courts to challenge unfair decisions/protect their rights. (🗸)
· protects people’s rights/freedoms, (🗸) since laws must be applied fairly/in line with the Constitution. (🗸)
· helps create a fair/stable society, (🗸) since clear laws reduce conflict/guide how people should behave. (🗸)

Any TWO of the above for TWO marks each
(i.e. ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier/explanation)

1.3	Recommend TWO ways in which civil society groups can participate 
in democracy.  									   (2 x 2) (4)

They can…
· organise petitions/awareness campaigns, (🗸) thereby encouraging/urging the government to address community needs/improve service delivery. (🗸)
· attend public meetings/participate in public consultations, (🗸) thereby allowing citizens’ views to be included in decisions/laws. (🗸)
· monitor government actions/report corruption/unfair practices, (🗸) thereby helping promote accountability/protect democracy. (🗸)
· educate communities about their rights/responsibilities, (🗸) thereby empowering citizens to take part in democracy in an informed way. (🗸)
· use peaceful protests/demonstrations to raise concerns, (🗸) thereby drawing public attention to problems/encouraging change. (🗸)
· support/assist voters during elections (e.g. voter education), (🗸) thereby increasing voter turnout/strengthening free/fair elections. (🗸)

Any TWO of the above for TWO marks each
(i.e. ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier/outcome)
[Sub-total: 10]

2.	Read the statement below and answer the following questions.
	Representation without accountability is undemocratic.



2.1	Define the term 'representation' in the context of government.			   (1 × 2) (2)

Representation refers to…
· the process where citizens elect individuals (🗸) to speak/make decisions on their behalf in government. (🗸)
· citizens being governed by people they have freely chosen (🗸) to express their needs/interests in decision-making. (🗸) 

Any ONE of the above for TWO marks



2.2	State TWO ways in which government representatives can be held accountable 
if they break the law.							    	     	(2 × 1) (2)

They can…
· be questioned or investigated by Parliament/the courts/independent bodies. (🗸)
· be removed/suspended from their official position. (🗸)
· be voted out of office in the next election. (🗸)
· face criminal charges/be prosecuted in a court of law. (🗸)
· be fined/sentenced to imprisonment if found guilty. (🗸)
· be publicly exposed through media reporting/official inquiries. (🗸)
· be reported to watchdog organisations such as the Public Protector/Human Rights Commission. (🗸)

Any TWO of the above for ONE mark each

2.3	Describe TWO ways in which government representatives can practise 
transparency in their actions.  						     	(2 × 2) (4)

They can…
· make parliamentary sessions/committee meetings open to the public, (🗸) which allows citizens to observe discussions/understand how decisions are made. (🗸)
· publish regular reports/budgets/spending information, (🗸) which enables the public to see how government funds are used/hold representatives accountable. (🗸)
· engage with the media/respond to public questions, (🗸) which helps ensure that government activities are communicated openly/honestly. (🗸)
· involve citizens in public hearings/consultations, (🗸) which allows people to give input/understand the reasons behind government decisions. (🗸)

Any TWO of the above for TWO marks each
(i.e. ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier/explanation)
											         [Sub-total: 8]
            [Grand Total: 18]
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	Activity 2: Homework Reflection: Petitions
Complete the following activity individually.



Lerato practices democratic participation. Read her example petition below and answer the questions that follow. 
	                          
123 Main Road, Greenfields, Eastdale, KwaZulu-Natal
10 November 20XX

To: The Speaker of the Greenfields Municipal Council

This petition from concerned learners and residents of Greenfields, Eastdale, draws the attention of the Speaker of the Council to:

The serious health and safety risks caused by sewage overflowing into Greenfields Park after heavy rains. The park is used daily by learners and community members for soccer and other activities. The sewage creates a bad smell, attracts insects and makes the area unsafe for children to play.

We therefore respectfully ask the Speaker of the Council to:

Request the Department of Water and Sanitation and the local municipality to repair the damaged drainage system and clean the affected area so that the community can safely use the park again.

Principal petitioner
Lerato Mthembu
[image: Fake hand drawn autographs set. Handwritten signature scribble for business certificate or letter. Vector isolated illustration]
Address: 123 Main Road, Greenfields, Eastdale
Cell no: 071 234 5678
Email: leratomthembu@gmail.com

Signatures of supporters:
Thabo Nkosi


1. ________________________________
Aisha Jacobs

2. ________________________________
Pieter van der Merwe


3. ________________________________





1. Identity ONE issue within your community, which you would like to bring to the attention of your local government. Use the following template to practise writing a petition. 
	
To the Speaker of the ____________________________ Municipal Council (name of municipality)

This petition from ________________________________________________________________
___________________________ (insert words describing who the petition is from) draws the attention of the Speaker of the Council to: (describe the reason for your petition below)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________												
We therefore ask the Speaker of the Council to: (explain your request here)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________													
Principal petitioner
_________________________________________ (your name and surname)
_________________________________________ (your signature)
											



→ Learners will have personal responses to this activity.
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 Activity 1: Democratic Principles and Processes   Complete the following activity  individually .  

  1.   Read the extract below and answer the following questions.  

South Africans believe in democracy and the rule of law     A n   Ipsos poll found that 82% of South Africans believe in democracy, human rights ,   the rule of  law  and strong  participation from  1 civil society  as universal values that every nation should  uphold. This matches the global average of 81%. Most South Africans also feel the country should  set a moral example for the world and support global goals such as peace and equality.      Glossary:   1 civil society :   ordinary people and organisations (like NGOs, community groups, churches,  charities and unions) that work together outside of government .   [Adapted from: News24,  bit.ly/4qRpqk3   Acessed: 10 November 2025]  

  1.1   Define the   term  'rule of law' .                    ( 1 × 2) (2)     Rule of law refers to…      the principle that everyone in a country must obey the law,  ( 🗸 )   including  leaders/government officials.  ( 🗸 )       a system where laws apply equally to all people  ( 🗸 )   and no one is above the law.  ( 🗸 )      the idea that government power is limited by the law  ( 🗸 )  and decisions must be  made according to the law.  ( 🗸 )      a principle that protects people’s rights  ( 🗸 )  by ensuring laws are fair/applied  consistently.  ( 🗸 )   Any ONE of the above for TWO marks   1.2   Explain  TWO   reasons why the rule of law is an important principle in    a democracy.                                ( 2   ×  2 ) ( 4 )   It…      keeps government accountable for their actions/decisions ,   ( 🗸 )   which helps prevent  leaders from acting above the law. ( 🗸 )      prevents government officials from  abusing/ misusing their power ,   ( 🗸 )   which  protects citizens from unfair or unlawful treatment. ( 🗸 )      makes justice accessible to all citizens ,   ( 🗸 )   which means people can use the courts  to challenge unfair decisions/protect their rights. ( 🗸 )  

