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Lesson 1 – Worksheet
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	Activity 1: Democratic Principles and Processes
Complete the following activity individually.



1.	Read the extract below and answer the following questions.
	South Africans believe in democracy and the rule of law

An Ipsos poll found that 82% of South Africans believe in democracy, human rights, the rule of law and strong participation from 1civil society as universal values that every nation should uphold. This matches the global average of 81%. Most South Africans also feel the country should set a moral example for the world and support global goals such as peace and equality. 

Glossary:
1civil society: ordinary people and organisations (like NGOs, community groups, churches, charities and unions) that work together outside of government.
[Adapted from: News24, bit.ly/4qRpqk3 Acessed: 10 November 2025]



1.1	Define the term 'rule of law'. 							     (1 × 2) (2)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.2	Explain TWO reasons why the rule of law is an important principle in 
a democracy. 	   									   (2 × 2) (4)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.3	Recommend TWO ways in which civil society groups can participate 
in democracy.  									   (2 x 2) (4)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[Sub-total: 10]

2.	Read the statement below and answer the following questions.
	Representation without accountability is undemocratic.



2.1	Define the term 'representation' in the context of government.			   (1 × 2) (2)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.2	State TWO ways in which government representatives can be held accountable 
if they break the law.							    	     	(2 × 1) (2)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.3	Describe TWO ways in which government representatives can practise 
transparency in their actions.  						     	(2 × 2) (4)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
											            [Sub-total: 8]
            [Grand Total: 18]
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	Activity 2: Homework Reflection: Petitions
Complete the following activity individually.



Lerato practices democratic participation. Read her example petition below and answer the questions that follow. 
	                          
123 Main Road, Greenfields, Eastdale, KwaZulu-Natal
10 November 20XX

To: The Speaker of the Greenfields Municipal Council

This petition from concerned learners and residents of Greenfields, Eastdale, draws the attention of the Speaker of the Council to:

The serious health and safety risks caused by sewage overflowing into Greenfields Park after heavy rains. The park is used daily by learners and community members for soccer and other activities. The sewage creates a bad smell, attracts insects and makes the area unsafe for children to play.

We therefore respectfully ask the Speaker of the Council to:

Request the Department of Water and Sanitation and the local municipality to repair the damaged drainage system and clean the affected area so that the community can safely use the park again.

Principal petitioner
Lerato Mthembu
[image: Fake hand drawn autographs set. Handwritten signature scribble for business certificate or letter. Vector isolated illustration]
Address: 123 Main Road, Greenfields, Eastdale
Cell no: 071 234 5678
Email: leratomthembu@gmail.com

Signatures of supporters:
Thabo Nkosi


1. ________________________________
Aisha Jacobs

2. ________________________________
Pieter van der Merwe


3. ________________________________





1. Identity ONE issue within your community, which you would like to bring to the attention of your local government. Use the following template to practise writing a petition. 
	
To the Speaker of the ____________________________ Municipal Council (name of municipality)

This petition from ________________________________________________________________
___________________________ (insert words describing who the petition is from) draws the attention of the Speaker of the Council to: (describe the reason for your petition below)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________												
We therefore ask the Speaker of the Council to: (explain your request here)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________													
Principal petitioner
_________________________________________ (your name and surname)
_________________________________________ (your signature)
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