GRADE 11 CAREERS AND CAREER CHOICES
LESSON PREPARATION
TERM 1: Week 4-6 (3 x 40-minute lessons)

	Lesson Number
	Content
	Learning Outcome
	Teaching Plan
	Time 
	Resources 
	Assessment 
	Learner Activities

	1
	Admission requirements:
· Research the requirements for admission to additional and higher education courses that you may be interested in: National Senior Certificate (NSC) requirements for:
· Certificate
· Diploma
· Degree
· Develop a career portfolio
· Use the Khetha Booklet to complete the relevant activities
	
	Introduction
	4 min
	Lesson 1 – PowerPoint (Slides 1–2)
	
	

	
	
	· Identify and describe the three NQF education bands: General Education and Training (GET), Further Education and Training (FET), and Higher Education and Training.
· Differentiate between the four NSC pass levels and explain what qualifications you may apply for.
	Teaching & Watch Video 
	6 min
	
Lesson 1 – PowerPoint (Slides 3–4)
Lesson 1 – Worksheet (Activity 1)
Watch: Different NQF Levels Explained
bit.ly/45OjHm4 (2 min 22 sec)

	Informal: Activity 1
	Active listening, video engagement and complete Activity 1 individually as the lesson progresses

	
	
	
	Teaching & Activity Completion 
	15 min
	
Lesson 1 – PowerPoint (Slides 5–12)
Lesson 1 – Worksheet (Activity 1)

	
	Active listening and complete Activity 1 individually as the lesson progresses

	
	
	Understand the NQF levels and the pathway from matric to postgraduate studies.
	Teaching
	6 min 
	Lesson 1 – PowerPoint (Slides 13–17)
Lesson 1 – Worksheet (Activity 1)
	
	

	
	
	
	Conclusion & Reflection
	9 min
	Lesson 1 – PowerPoint (Slide 18)
Lesson 1 – Worksheet (Activity 1 & 2)
Lesson 1 – Worksheet MEMO
	
	Mark Activity 1 and complete Activity 2 individually





	Lesson Number
	Content
	Learning Outcome
	Teaching Plan
	Time 
	Resources 
	Assessment 
	Learner Activities

	2
	Admission requirements:
· Research additional and higher education options:
· Admission point score for institutions of higher learning
· Admission requirements for specific programmes or courses
· Calculate Admission Point Score (APS) for the specific programmes/courses based on your Grade 10 results
· Explain the purpose of the National Benchmark Tests (NBTs)
· Explore requirements for admission to additional and higher education courses at:
· Universities of Technology
· Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) colleges
	
	Introduction
	2 min
	Lesson 2 – PowerPoint (Slides 1–2)
	
	

	
	
	Explain what the APS is and why it matters for admission to higher learning institutions.
	Teaching & Watch Video
	10 min
	Lesson 2 – PowerPoint (Slides 3–7)
Watch: How to calculate your Wits Admission Points Scores (APS) 
bit.ly/49GBexF (3 min 37 sec)
	Formative
	Active listening for understanding and video engagement

	
	
	Calculate your APS using Grade 10 marks.
	Class & Individual Activities 
	6 min
	Lesson 2 – PowerPoint (Slide 8)
Lesson 2 – Worksheet (Activity 1)
Lesson 2 – Worksheet MEMO
	
	Active listening for understanding and complete Activity 1 individually

	
	
	· Understand the role of National Benchmark Tests (NBTs).
· Explore the requirements for admission to higher education courses.
	Teaching & Watch Video 
	14 min
	Lesson 2 – PowerPoint (Slides 9–13)
Watch: Why NBTs matter: More than you think! bit.ly/4brmCVJ (3 min 10 sec)
	
	Active listening for understanding & video engagement


	
	
	
	Individual Activity & Homework Reflection 
	8 min
	Lesson 2 – PowerPoint (Slide 14)
Lesson 2 – Worksheet (Activity 2 & 3)
Lesson 2 – Worksheet MEMO
	Informal: Activity 2
	Complete Activity 2 (in class) and Activity 3 (for homework) individually 



	



	Lesson Number
	Content
	Learning Outcome
	Teaching Plan
	Time 
	Resources 
	Assessment 
	Learner Activities

	3
	Financial assistance:
· Explore options for financial assistance:
· Bursaries (Example: NSFAS, Funza Lushaka, and other)
· Study loans
· Scholarships
· Learnerships 
· Sector Education and Training Authorities (SETAs)
· Outline the obligations in terms of financial arrangements
	
	Introduction
	2 min
	Lesson 3 – PowerPoint (Slides 1–2)
	
	

	
	
	· Identify different types of financial assistance (scholarships, bursaries, loans).
· Explain obligations linked to each funding type.
	Teaching
	10 min
	Lesson 3 – PowerPoint (Slides 3–6)
	Formative
	Active listening for understanding and video engagement

	
	
	
	Examples &
Watch Video
	5 min 
	Lesson 3 – PowerPoint (Slides 7–8)
OPTIONAL: Watch: NSFAS 2026 Applications Are Now Open 
bit.ly/4ba4yPG (2 min 56 sec)
OPTIONAL: Watch: 2026 Funza Lushaka Bursary Applications Now Open
bit.ly/3LUhlLO (3 min 49 sec) 
	
	

	
	
	Explore government and sector-based funding options (SETAs and learnerships).
	Teaching 
& Watch Video
	13 min
	Lesson 3 – PowerPoint (Slides 9–12)
Watch: A look into SETAs
bit.ly/4pNrasE (3 min 39 sec) 
	
	

	
	
	Make informed decisions on funding options for tertiary studies.
	Conclusion & Individual Activity 
	10 min
	Lesson 3 – PowerPoint (Slides 13–14)
Lesson 3 – Worksheet (Activity 1)
Lesson 3 – Worksheet MEMO
Content Summary
	Informal: Activity 1
	Complete Activity 1 individually
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES
The Lesson 1 – PowerPoint to Lesson 3 – PowerPoint documents together cover the THREE lessons and include detailed teaching notes for each slide to guide you (the teacher) through the activities. Use the below LESSON PREPARATION to assist with your time frame. 
The following teaching notes will be a summary of the THREE LESSONS:
· These lessons have been designed to create many opportunities for learner engagement during the lesson. Learners can complete the worksheet while working through the respective PowerPoint.
· The Lesson Worksheets (e.g. Lesson 1 – Worksheet) serve as an informal assessment to determine if a learner understands the concepts covered in the lesson.
· Before teaching this module, take time to go through the PowerPoint Presentation, Worksheet, Worksheet Memo, YouTube Video and the Content Summary to prepare yourself thoroughly to teach the lesson. 
As the EDUCATOR, please ensure the following: 
· Learners must know that the classroom is a SAFE PLACE, and everyone must show respect for all kinds of differences.
· Encourage learners to keep a journal to write down any questions that are uncomfortable to ask in class, which you can address with them at a later stage.
· These lessons introduce key concepts, and learners must develop a clear and accurate understanding of each one. This strengthens retention, improves recall and enables learners to apply what they have learned more effectively. Concepts should be used consistently to consolidate teaching, and teachers should continuously monitor learners’ understanding to ensure that misconceptions are identified and addressed.
· Sensitively manage diversity to accommodate:
· Barriers to learning and teaching
· Different age groups and experiences
· Language (to accommodate all language levels of learners is not possible, the language competency levels of learners are too diverse; however, you should aim to facilitate in such a way that meaningful learning takes place.)

YOUTUBE: 
If you prefer, videos can be downloaded beforehand. 
Using the link below if you do not have a programme to download from YouTube: https://www.ytddownloader.com/

The https://www.ytddownloader.com also cuts out ads if you are not using the paid version of YouTube.
[Alternatively, cue up the relevant videos so everything is ready to go before the lesson.]

Lesson 1:	
Preparation (Prior to Lesson):
· Remind learners to have their notebooks available to make notes where relevant.
· Print copies of the Lesson 1 – Worksheet and hand them out at the beginning of the lesson.
· Teachers can share the Lesson 1 – PowerPoint and the Lesson 1 – Worksheet with learners to work through on their own if learners are online.
· Read through the Lesson 1 – Worksheet MEMO for possible/model answers to Activity 1. 
· Do not hand out the Content Summary until the end of Lesson 3. 
· Watch suggested video clip to familiarise yourself with the content.
· Different NQF Levels Explained
bit.ly/45OjHm4 (2 min 22 sec)

	1.
	Introduction (4 min)
	(Slides 1–2)


	Note to teacher: 
Remind learners that the information and activities completed in the following three lessons form part of their career portfolio. Learners should ensure that all relevant work is filed together with the career information they began collecting in Grade 10.

It is also important to monitor coverage of the activities in the Ketha Resource Pack. Ensure that the relevant activities in the resource pack are completed alongside these lessons.



· Slide 1: Good day, Grade 11s. Today, we’re starting our next block of lessons on the topic of Careers and Career Choices. Today, we will investigate admission requirements for studies after school. 
· As a Grade 11 learner, you are approaching important decisions that will influence your academic goals and post-school options. Understanding how NSC pass levels, NQF qualifications and post-school pathways link together helps you make realistic and informed plans for life after matric.
· Knowing this information allows you to:
· set clear academic targets for Grade 12
· understand which qualifications you may apply for based on your results
· explore different pathways into careers
· As we work through this lesson, refer to Activity 1 (Lesson 1 – Worksheet). It is a content map that you should complete as we go along. 
· Allow learners a couple of minutes to scan through the questions before presenting the lesson. 

· Slide 2: By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
· Identify and describe the three NQF education bands: General Education and Training (GET), Further Education and Training (FET), and Higher Education and Training.
· Differentiate between the four NSC pass levels and explain what qualifications you may apply for.
· Understand the NQF levels and the pathway from matric to postgraduate studies.


	2.
	Teaching & Watch Video (6 min)
	(Slides 3–4)


· Slide 3: In South Africa, the Constitution states that everyone has the right to basic education. This means that the government is responsible for ensuring that schools are available, accessible and provide quality learning opportunities from Grade R through to matric. Education beyond matric, such as colleges, universities and other training institutions, must also become increasingly accessible over time.

· Slide 4: South Africa’s education system is structured according to the National Qualifications Framework (NQF). 
· The NQF is a system that organises and standardises all nationally recognised qualifications into ten levels, ensuring that education and training outcomes are clear and quality-assured.
· In general, the higher the NQF level, the more advanced the learning, responsibility and skills required. The NQF helps learners, institutions and employers understand how qualifications relate to one another and ensures consistency across South Africa’s education system.
· Let's watch a video that explains the different NQF levels in more detail. 
	Watch video:
Different NQF Levels Explained
bit.ly/45OjHm4 (2 min 22 sec)



· Note to teacher: Clearly explain the difference between school-based education and TVET college qualifications, as these are often confused. The video refers to an Elementary Certificate (Grade 10) and an Intermediate Certificate (Grade 11), which are TVET college qualifications linked to specific vocational programmes and are not issued by schools. Learners who choose this pathway must carefully research the institution and course, as admission requirements and outcomes differ.
· At school level, learners follow a three-year National Senior Certificate (NSC) programme from Grade 10 to Grade 12. The only certificate awarded by schools is the NSC at the end of Grade 12.
· If a learner fails Grade 11 and exits school, their highest nationally recognised qualification remains the GET Certificate, achieved at Grade 9.
· This highlights why completing Grade 12 is essential for learners who aim to study at university or pursue further formal education.
· Learners who leave school after Grade 10 or 11 do not receive a school-issued certificate and should seek guidance to fully understand the implications of alternative pathways.

	3.
	Teaching & Activity Completion (15 min)
	(Slides 5–12)


· Slide 5: The NQF recognises THREE broad bands of education, which learners progress through as they move from school to further study and training.
· General Education and Training (GET) (Grades R–9)
· This phase forms the foundation of schooling. Learners develop basic knowledge and skills in:
· reading and writing
· mathematics
· natural and social sciences
· life skills
· By the end of Grade 9, learners should be prepared to choose subjects for high school, based on their interests, abilities and possible career paths.

· Slide 6: Further Education and Training (FET) (Grades 10–12)
· During this phase, learners work towards the National Senior Certificate (NSC), commonly known as matric. They choose seven subjects to study over the course of three years, including:
· Two languages
· Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy
· Life Orientation
· Three elective subjects
· These subject choices are important because they can influence what learners are able to study after school. The FET phase also includes vocational and technical training offered at TVET colleges, where learners can follow career-focused or technical pathways instead of the traditional Grades 10–12 school route.

· Slide 7: Higher Education and Training (Post-matric qualifications/tertiary studies)
· After successfully completing Grade 12 and obtaining the NSC with the appropriate pass level, learners may apply to continue their studies at:
· public and private universities
· universities of technology
· TVET colleges
· private colleges and training institutions
· These institutions offer qualifications from NQF Level 5 up to Level 10. 
· Higher Education and Training include:
· Undergraduate qualifications, such as certificates, diplomas and degrees
· Postgraduate studies, which are completed after a degree, include:
· Honours degrees
· Master’s degrees
· Doctorates (PhDs)

· Slide 8: There are four NSC pass levels, and each pass level determines what type of tertiary study you may apply for after school. Let's investigate these different pass levels.
· Bachelor’s Pass (Highest level)
· Allows applications to degree programmes at universities. This pass level offers the widest range of study and career opportunities.
· Minimum requirements:
· 40% in Home Language
· 50% in four other subjects
· 30% in one additional subject
· At least six subjects passed


· Slide 9: Diploma Pass
· Allows applications to diploma programmes at universities of technology, TVET colleges and many private colleges. Diploma courses are generally more practical and career-focused than degrees.
· Minimum requirements:
· 40% in Home Language
· 40% in four other subjects
· 30% in two subjects
· At least six subjects passed

· Slide 10: Higher Certificate Pass
· Allows applications to Higher Certificate courses, which are usually one-year programmes. These courses help learners develop practical skills for entry-level jobs or prepare them for further study.
· Minimum requirements:
· 40% in Home Language
· 40% in two subjects
· 30% in three subjects
· One Home Language must be English or Afrikaans (because most colleges use those languages)

· Slide 11: NSC Pass (General School-Leaving Certificate)
· Confirms completion of Grade 12, but does not allow applications into higher certificate, diploma or degree programmes. Learners may need to rewrite or upgrade subjects to meet admission requirements.
· Minimum requirements:
· 40% in three subjects (including one Home Language)
· 30% in two subjects
· One subject may be failed (not less than 20%)

· Slide 12: Meeting the minimum requirements for an NSC pass level does not automatically guarantee admission to a college or university. The NSC pass level only shows what type of qualification you may apply for (for example, a certificate, diploma or degree).
· Each higher education institution sets its own academic requirements for specific courses. These may include:
· minimum marks for certain subjects (such as Mathematics, Physical Sciences or specific languages)
· higher overall averages or admission point scores
· additional assessments, interviews or selection tests
· This means that even if a learner meets the NSC pass level, they must still meet the specific admission requirements of the institution and course they are applying for.
· Regardless of your results, there are multiple study pathways available, including TVET colleges, private institutions, bridging programmes, subject rewrites and step-up qualifications, allowing learners to continue developing skills and working towards their goals.



	4.
	Teaching (6 min)
	(Slides 13–17)


· Slide 13: Your NSC pass level determines the NQF level and type of post-school qualification you may apply for after matric. In general, higher NSC pass levels allow access to higher NQF levels and a wider range of study options. However, admission is not automatic, as institutions set their own course-specific requirements.
· A Higher Certificate Pass usually provides access to courses with NQF Level 5 qualifications.
· A Diploma Pass allows learners to apply for courses with NQF Level 6 qualifications.
· A Bachelor’s Pass allows learners to apply for courses with NQF Level 7 qualifications.
· An NSC Pass may require learners to upgrade results or follow alternative pathways before progressing to post-school study.
· Let's investigate the post-school qualifications in further detail. 

· Slide 14: NQF Level 5 – Higher Certificate
· A one-year, practical qualification that develops entry-level skills and workplace readiness.
· Examples: Business Administration, IT Support, Hospitality, Safety Management.
· Can lead to a Diploma (NQF 6).
· Where it can be studied: TVET colleges, private colleges and some universities.

· Slide 15: NQF Level 6 – Diploma / Advanced Certificate
· A two to three-year, career-focused qualification combining theory and practical training.
· Examples: Engineering, Business Studies, Education, Hospitality, Information Technology.
· Can lead to a bachelor's degree (NQF 7).
· Where it can be studied: TVET colleges, universities, universities of technology and private colleges.

· Slide 16: NQF Level 7 – Bachelor’s / Advanced Diploma
· A three to four-year academic and professional qualification providing in-depth knowledge, analytical skills and applied learning.
· Examples: Education, Engineering, Business, Health Sciences, Social Sciences.
· Provides access to postgraduate study.
· Where it can be studied: Universities, Universities of Technology.

· Slide 17: NQF Levels 8–10
· These levels represent advanced higher education that can be studied at universities. 
· Level 8: Honours Degree/ Postgraduate Diploma
Advanced study completed after a bachelor’s degree, usually taking one year, with a stronger focus on specialisation and academic skills.
· Level 9: Master’s Degree
A postgraduate qualification involving advanced coursework and/or independent research, usually completed over one to two years.
· Level 10: Doctoral Degree (PhD)
The highest level of study, requiring original research that contributes new knowledge to a specific field.



	5.
	Conclusion & Reflection (9 min)
	(Slide 18)


· Slide 18: You should now have a better understanding of the requirements for admission to additional and higher education courses. 
· Let's see if you could answer all the questions in the Concept Map (Activity 1, Lesson 1 – Worksheet). 
· Answers are available in the Lesson 1 – Worksheet MEMO. 
· In the next lesson, we will further explore admission requirements by looking at the Admission Point Score (APS), the National Benchmark Tests (NBTs) and different higher learning institutions. In preparation for the next lesson, you should complete Activity 2, Lesson 1 – Worksheet. If there is not enough time to complete the activity in class, it should be completed as homework. 
· Allow the remainder of the lesson for the completion of Activity 2. 


Lesson 2:
Preparation (Prior to Lesson):
· Remind learners to have their notebooks available to make notes where relevant.
· Print copies of the Lesson 2 – Worksheet and hand them out at the beginning of the lesson.
· Teachers can share the Lesson 2– PowerPoint and the Lesson 2 – Worksheet with learners to work through on their own if learners are online.
· Read through the Lesson 2 – Worksheet MEMO for possible/model answers to Activities 1 and 2. 
· Watch suggested video clips to familiarise yourself with the content.
· How to calculate your Wits Admission Points Scores (APS) 
bit.ly/49GBexF (3 min 37 sec)
· Why NBTs matter: More than you think! 
bit.ly/4brmCVJ (3 min 10 sec)

	1.
	Introduction (2 min)
	(Slides 1–2)


· Slide 1: Welcome back, Grade 11s. In today’s lesson, we will learn about planning for further education and university admission. You will find out what the Admission Point Score (APS) is, why it matters, and calculate your own using your marks from Grade 10. 
· We will also explore the National Benchmark Tests (NBTs) and their role in university entry. 
· Finally, we will explore admission requirements for Universities of Technology and TVET colleges, helping you make informed choices about your future. By the end, you’ll understand how grades, tests and educational options work together to shape your opportunities.

· Slide 2: By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
· Explain what the APS is and why it matters for admission to higher learning institutions.
· Calculate your APS using Grade 10 marks.
· Understand the role of National Benchmark Tests (NBTs).
· Explore the requirements for admission to higher education courses.

	2.
	Teaching & Watch Video (10 min)
	(Slides 3–7)


· Slide 3: What is APS, and what does it mean? 
· Ask learners if they know what APS stands for and what it is. (Allow a couple of responses.)
· APS stands for Admission Point Score. In South Africa, universities and other tertiary institutions often use this score as part of their application and admission process. It is commonly included as an entry requirement on application forms.
· An APS is calculated using a learner’s final matric results. In general, stronger academic performance results in a higher APS score. This is why teachers and parents often emphasise the importance of matric, as both subject choices and final results play a key role in determining which courses and institutions a learner may qualify for.
· Each course has a minimum APS requirement that must be met for admission. It is important to note that:
· APS calculations differ from one institution to another, and
· each tertiary institution sets its own subject and admission requirements.
· This means that learners must research the specific APS requirements for the courses and institutions they are interested in, as meeting the minimum APS for one institution does not guarantee acceptance at another.

· Slide 4: Why is it important to know your APS?
· Knowing your Admission Point Score (APS) helps you understand which study options are realistically available to you. It allows you to compare your current results with course requirements and see where you may need to improve.
· If your score is below the requirement for a particular course, you can focus on strengthening specific subjects or consider alternative pathways, such as TVET colleges or bridging programmes. In this way, your APS supports informed decision-making and helps you prepare for further study more effectively.

· Slide 5: Calculating APS
· APS is based on a points system that is used to calculate scores for each subject. Let's take a look at the steps you would typically follow to calculate your APS – this is not universal for all institutions.   
· Step 1: Check which subjects are counted
Each subject you pass in matric is given a point value, and these points are added together to calculate your APS. Check which subjects are counted by the institution you are interested in. In most cases, your best six subjects are used, but some courses require specific subjects, such as English or Mathematics, to be included. Note that some institutions include Life Orientation, while others do not. 
Note to teacher: Although some universities exclude Life Orientation from the APS calculation, learners’ overall subject performance is still considered for admission. Certain courses require satisfactory performance in Life Orientation, and an average below 50% may create challenges for admission. Emphasise the importance of taking Life Orientation seriously.
· Step 2: Convert your marks into points
Convert your marks into points using the APS scale set by the institution you are applying to.
Each percentage range corresponds to a specific number of points. For example, a score of 80–100% represents 7 points, while a score of 70–79% represents 6 points.
· Step 3: Add your points
Add the points from the selected subjects to calculate your total APS.
· Step 4: Compare with course requirements
Compare your APS with the minimum requirement for the course you are interested in. If your score meets or exceeds that, you’re eligible to apply. 

· Slide 6: Emphasise: APS rules and subject requirements differ between institutions and courses. Each institution sets its own minimum APS requirements for every qualification it offers, which means that the same course may require different APS scores at different institutions.
· It is therefore essential to research the minimum APS and any additional requirements for the specific qualification and institution you plan to apply to before submitting an application.



· Slide 7: Let's watch a video that explains the APS calculation for the University of Witwatersrand. This is only one example; remember to do YOUR OWN RESEARCH depending on where you want to study. 
	Watch video: 
How to calculate your Wits Admission Points Scores (APS) 
bit.ly/49GBexF (3 min 37 sec)



· To achieve the maximum APS score, you would need to obtain above 80% in all subjects, meaning you would need distinctions in every subject.

	3.
	Class & Individual Activities (6 min)
	(Slide 8)


· Slide 8: APS Example
· Let’s work through an example together to show how an APS could be calculated. 
· Learners complete Question 1 in Activity 1 (Lesson 2 – Worksheet) together with the teacher.
· We will now subject convert percentage marks into APS points and add the points to get the total APS, with and without Life Orientation.
· We use the APS conversion scale (displayed on the slide) to work out the points for each subject.
· Allow learners time to complete the calculations. Then click on the slide to reveal the correct answers so that learners can check their work. Answers are also available in the Lesson 2 – Worksheet MEMO.

· You will now use your final Grade 10 marks to calculate your own APS using the same method. Write down each subject’s APS points, add them together, and determine your total score.
· Remember, this APS is only an example to show how the calculation process works and does not reflect the specific subject requirements or APS rating scales used by different institutions.
· Learners to complete Question 2 in Activity 1 (Lesson 2 – Worksheet). 

	4.
	Teaching & Watch Video (14 min)
	(Slides 9–13)


· Slide 9: National Benchmark Tests
· The National Benchmark Tests (NBTs) are a set of tests written by learners who want to study at a university. The tests measure whether learners are ready for university-level study. The NBTs assess skills such as academic literacy, general knowledge and mathematics. They are designed to reflect the level of thinking and skills expected from first-year university students.
· Each test requires learners to apply what they already know and can do, rather than memorising new content.
· South African universities use NBT results together with matric (NSC) results when deciding whether learners may enter certain courses. Some universities also use the results to identify the type of academic support a student may need during their studies.
· Let's listen to a podcast snippet on NBTs to give you better insight into why these tests are written.
· Note to teacher: This is a YouTube video, but there are no visuals. You may ask learners to close their eyes and listen carefully to the conversation. 

	Watch video:
Why NBTs matter: More than you think! 
bit.ly/4brmCVJ (3 min 10 sec)



· Slide 10: Types of NBTs
· There are two main types of National Benchmark Tests (NBTs): AQL and MAT. Both tests are multiple-choice and are written on the same day, with three hours allocated to each test. Both the AQL and MAT tests include questions at different levels of difficulty. 

· Academic and Quantitative Literacy (AQL)
· The AQL test is compulsory for all learners who are required to write the NBTs. It assesses whether learners can apply the knowledge and skills they gained during the FET phase in a university context.
· The AQL test consists of two sections:
· Academic Literacy (AL): This section assesses learners’ ability to read and understand different texts, as well as their knowledge of grammar, punctuation and vocabulary.
· Quantitative Literacy (QL): This section assesses learners’ ability to understand basic numerical concepts, interpret graphs and tables, and reason logically to identify patterns and trends.

· MAT – Core Mathematics
· The MAT test is written only by learners who have taken Core Mathematics and who are applying for specific degree programmes that require Mathematics.
· This test mainly assesses content from the Grade 11 Core Mathematics syllabus, although some Grade 12 work may be included, depending on when the test is written.
· This test assesses problem solving and mathematical reasoning, including functions and graphs, trigonometry, spatial perception and probability.

· Slide 11: Booking for NBTs
· Learners must register online to write the National Benchmark Tests (NBTs): https://nbtests.uct.ac.za/tests/register  
· When registering, you will need:
· your official ID (or passport if you are not a South African citizen)
· your preferred city and test centre
· the NBT requirements of the universities you are applying to
· a test date (allow at least four weeks to receive your results)
· pen and paper to record your username and payment reference number
· It is important to book early to ensure you secure a suitable test date and venue.

· Slide 12: Admission requirements for different post-school institutions
· University is not the only study option that learners should consider. After matric, learners can apply to different types of post-school institutions.  
· Let's explore the admission requirements for Universities of Technology and Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) Colleges.

· Universities of Technology offer career-focused qualifications, such as diplomas and degrees, with a strong emphasis on practical application alongside theory.
· Admission requirements may include:
· a Diploma Pass or Bachelor’s Pass in the NSC
· a minimum APS score, which differs by course and institution
· specific subject requirements, such as Mathematics, Physical Sciences or English
· additional selection criteria for certain programmes
· Learners must meet both the minimum APS and subject requirements for the specific course they are applying for.

· Slide 13: Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) Colleges focus on practical and skills-based training aimed at preparing students directly for the workplace. They offer qualifications such as National Certificates, Higher Certificates and Diplomas.
· Admission requirements may include:
· a Grade 9, 10, 11 or 12 qualification, depending on the programme
· specific subject requirements, depending on the field of study
· minimum language or mathematics requirements for certain courses
· TVET colleges often provide an alternative pathway for learners who may not meet university requirements, while still allowing opportunities to progress to higher qualifications over time.
· Emphasise: Admission requirements differ between institutions and courses. Meeting the minimum requirements does not guarantee acceptance, especially for competitive programmes. You should research the exact requirements of each institution and qualification before applying.

	5.
	Individual Activity & Homework Reflection (8 min)
	(Slide 14)


· Slide 14: Let's see how well you grasped the admission requirements for different higher learning institutions. 
· Learner to complete Activity 2 (Lesson 2 – Worksheet). 
· Answers are available in the Lesson 2 – Worksheet MEMO.  
· For homework, apply your knowledge of admission requirements in a practical way by researching the entry requirements for courses and institutions you are interested in. Even if you are not planning to study towards a degree, this activity remains relevant and useful for other post-school study options.
· Learners complete Activity 3 (Lesson 2 – Worksheet) for homework. 



Lesson 3:
Preparation (Prior to Lesson):
· Remind learners to have their notebooks available to make notes where relevant.
· Print copies of the Lesson 3 – Worksheet and hand them out at the beginning of the lesson.
· Print copies of the Content Summary and hand them out at the end of the lesson.
· Teachers can share the Lesson 3 – PowerPoint and the Lesson 3 – Worksheet with learners to work through on their own if learners are online.
· Read through the Lesson 3 – Worksheet MEMO for answers to Activity 1. 
· Watch suggested video clips to familiarise yourself with the content.
· NSFAS 2026 Applications Are Now Open
bit.ly/4ba4yPG (2 min 56 sec)
· 2026 Funza Lushaka Bursary Applications Now Open
bit.ly/3LUhlLO (3 min 49 sec) 
· A look into SETAs
bit.ly/4pNrasE (3 min 39 sec) 

	1.
	Introduction (2 min)
	(Slides 1–2)


· Slide 1: Welcome back to class, Grade 11s. Today, we are going to learn about financial assistance for further studies. By the end of this lesson, you should have a clear understanding of the different types of financial support available, such as scholarships, bursaries and loans, as well as the responsibilities involved in using them. 
· We will also look at government and sector-based options, such as SETAs and learnerships. 
· This lesson will help you make smart choices about which funding options suit you best.

· Slide 2: By the end of this lesson, you should be able to:
· Identify different types of financial assistance (scholarships, bursaries, loans).
· Explain obligations linked to each funding type.
· Explore government and sector-based funding options (SETAs and learnerships).
· Make informed decisions on funding options for tertiary studies.

	2.
	Teaching (10 min)
	(Slides 3–6)


· Slide 3: The importance of financial assistance
· Studying after high school can be costly, with expenses such as tuition fees, accommodation, transport, food, and study materials like books, stationery and devices. These costs can add up quickly and may be difficult for some families to manage on their own. 
· Fortunately, financial assistance is available to help cover these expenses. Depending on your needs and circumstances, you may qualify for different types of support that can make further education more affordable and accessible.



· Slide 4: There are three main types of financial assistance available: scholarships, bursaries and study loans. 
· It is important to understand that financial assistance options have specific eligibility requirements (the criteria that must be met in order to qualify for financial assistance) and come with financial obligations (the responsibilities and conditions attached to receiving financial assistance, such as repayment or meeting performance requirements).
· In Grade 9 (Term 4, Week 7), you were introduced to study and career funding providers. In Grade 10 (Term 1, Week 6), you also explored financial assistance when learning about the availability of finances for tertiary education. You should already have a basic understanding of this topic, so let’s recap and build on your knowledge of each option.

· Slide 5: Scholarships
· Description: Financial awards granted for excellence in academics, sport, music or other talents to support further study.
· Eligibility requirements:
· Strong performance in a specific area (e.g. academics, sport or the arts)
· Meeting minimum academic or performance standards set by the sponsor
· Acceptance into an approved institution or programme
· Financial obligations:
· Usually do not need to be repaid
· Learners must maintain required academic results and continue meeting sponsor conditions
· Funding may not cover all study-related costs
· Examples: Scholarships are offered by various entities, including universities, corporations and foundations (like Allan Gray Orbis, Old Mutual) and government departments (Department of Higher Education). 

· Slide 6: Bursaries
· Description: Financial assistance that helps cover study-related costs such as tuition, accommodation, books and sometimes a living allowance.
· Eligibility requirements:
· May be awarded based on academic merit, financial need, leadership or other achievements
· Acceptance into a relevant field of study or institution approved by the sponsor
· Meeting minimum academic performance requirements
· Financial obligations:
· Usually do not need to be repaid if conditions are met
· Usually requires the learner to work for the sponsor after graduation
· Failing subjects or not meeting conditions may result in partial or full repayment
· Examples: Numerous entities offer bursaries, including government bodies (NSFAS, Funza Lushaka), large corporations (Transnet, Sasol, Standard Bank, Investec), sector-specific organisations (SAICA for Chartered Accountancy) and educational foundations (Motsepe Foundation). 

· Let's stop for a moment to investigate two well-known bursary providers in South Africa: NSFAS & Funza Lushaka

	3.
	Examples & Watch Videos (5 min)
	(Slides 7–8)


· Slide 7: The National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) is a South African government student financial aid scheme which provides financial aid to undergraduate students to help pay for the cost of their tertiary education. It is funded by the Department of Higher Education and Training. 
· NSFAS helps reduce financial barriers, allowing students from disadvantaged backgrounds to access tertiary education and pursue their career goals. It plays a key role in promoting equal opportunities in higher education across South Africa.
· Let's watch a video that explains how the application process for an NSFAS bursary works. 
· Note to teacher: Watching this video is optional, if time allows.
	Watch video:
NSFAS 2026 Applications Are Now Open
bit.ly/4ba4yPG (2 min 56 sec)



· Slide 8: Funza Lushaka
· The Funza Lushaka Bursary is specifically for students who are studying to become teachers and is awarded annually, based on academic ability. Each year, the Funza Lushaka Bursary is awarded for students towards a 4-year Bachelor of Education degree (BEd), which specialises in any of the following:
· Foundation Phase (Grade R to Grade 3) 
· Intermediate Phase (Grade 4 to Grade 6) 
· Senior and Further Education and Training Teaching (Grade 7 to Grade 12) 
· A one-year Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) 
· Let's watch a video that explains how the application process for an Funza Lushaka bursary works. 
· Note to teacher: Watching this video is optional, if time allows.
	Watch video: 
2026 Funza Lushaka Bursary Applications Now Open
bit.ly/3LUhlLO (3 min 49 sec) 



	4.
	Teaching & Watch Video (13 min)
	(Slides 9–12)


· Slide 9: Student Loans
· Description: Borrowed money used to pay tuition fees and, in some cases, accommodation and other study-related costs.
· Eligibility requirements:
· Acceptance into a registered institution
· Loan approval by a registered financial institution 
· A parent or guardian may be required to act as surety (a person who agrees to take legal responsibility for repaying a loan if the borrower is unable to do so)
· Financial obligations:
· Must be repaid with interest after graduation
· Interest rates and repayment terms vary between institutions
· Long-term financial commitment that should be carefully considered
· Examples: Major banks (like Absa, FNB, Nedbank and Standard Bank) offer student loans, alongside specialised lenders (like Fundi) and alternative funders (such as Manati).

· Slide 10: Other funding options
· Self-funding: Self-funding refers to students paying their own study fees by working before or during their studies (part-time work). 
· This option requires strong time management and commitment, as students must balance work responsibilities with academic demands. 
· If students are personally responsible for paying their study-related costs, self-funding requires a source of income. This inevitably leads to valuable work experience, which can be beneficial for future employment.

· Slide 11: Learnerships
· Learnerships are structured training programmes that combine classroom-based theoretical learning with practical, on-the-job training in a real workplace. They are linked to a specific occupation or field (e.g. electrical engineering or hairdressing) and take place over a fixed period, during which the learner is trained under the guidance of a mentor. 
· Learnerships provide valuable work experience, improved workplace skills and lead to a nationally recognised qualification. 
· Some learnerships offer a monthly stipend (a fixed amount of money paid regularly to support a trainee, usually to help cover basic living or travel costs while they are in training or studying). 

· Slide 12: Sector Education and Training Authorities (SETAs) 
· SETAs are organisations responsible for developing skills in specific economic sectors in South Africa. There are 21 SETAs, each serving a particular industry, such as services, construction, finance or manufacturing. 
· Role of SETAs: SETAs identify skills shortages in their sectors, design occupation-based training programmes, and fund learning opportunities such as learnerships, skills programmes, internships and apprenticeships. 
· Funding of training: Training is funded mainly through skills levies paid by employers, meaning learners usually do not pay for the training. 
· How training is delivered: SETAs do not provide training themselves but work with accredited public and private institutions and employers to ensure that training combines theory with practical workplace experience and leads to nationally recognised qualifications.
· Let's watch a video that recaps the information about SETAs that we've just discussed.
	Watch video: 
A look into SETAs
bit.ly/4pNrasE (3 min 39 sec) 


 



	5.
	Conclusion & Individual Activity (10 min)
	(Slides 13–14)


· Slide 13: Key Takeaways
· You may feel overwhelmed by the many financial assistance options discussed in this lesson. Making use of these options is not quick or easy and requires careful, in-depth research well in advance. 
· Starting your research early allows you to explore different options, identify what you need to improve to meet the requirements, and ensure that you have a financial plan in place by the end of matric.  
· It is important to find an option that suits your needs, abilities and future career plans so that you can study successfully and manage your finances responsibly.
· If you are considering financial assistance, it is essential to begin this research now. Remember, this research also forms part of your career portfolio that you began developing in Grade 10.

· Slide 14: If there aren’t any further questions, you now have the remainder of this lesson to complete Activity 1 (Lesson 3 – Worksheet). This activity includes content from our previous two lessons. You may use your Content Summary to answer the questions. 
· Hand out the Content Summary.
· If you are unable to finish the activity during the lesson, it must be completed for homework. 
· Possible answers are available in the Lesson 3 – Worksheet MEMO.  










©2026 Teenactiv	                                                                           	4                                  			www.teenactiv.co.za
image1.jpeg
-
e

teenactiv

Benscaf g B -t V. gy A5 - Sl






  ©202 6   Teenactiv                                                                                       1                                                                  www.teenactiv.co.za   GRADE  11   CAREERS AND CAREER CHOICES   LESSON PREPARATION   TERM  1 :  Week  4 - 6   ( 3   x 40 - minute lessons)    

Lesson  Number  Content  Learning Outcome  Teaching  Plan  Time   Resources   Assessment   Learner Activities  

1  A dmission requirements :      Research the  requirements for  admission to  additional and higher  education courses  that you may be  interested in:  National Senior  Certificate (NSC)  requirements for:   -   Certificate   -   Diploma   -   Degree      Develop a career  portfolio      Use the Khetha  Booklet to complete  the relevant  activities   Introduction  4 min  Lesson 1  –   PowerPoint (Slides 1 – 2)    

-   Identify and describe  the three NQF   education bands:  General Education  and Training (GET),  Further Education and  Training (FET), and  Higher Education and  Training.   -   Differentiate between  the four NSC   pass  levels and explain  what  qualifications  you may apply for .  Teaching &  Watch Video   6 min    Lesson 1  –   PowerPoint (Slides 3 – 4)   Lesson 1  –   Worksheet (Activity 1)   Watch:  Different NQF Levels Explained   bit.ly/45OjHm4   (2 min 22 sec)    Informal:  Activity 1  Active listening,  video engagement  and complete  Activity 1  individually as the  lesson progresses  

Teaching &  Activity  Completion   15 min    Lesson 1  –   PowerPoint (Slides 5 – 12)   Lesson 1  –   Worksheet (Activity 1)     Active listening and  complete Activity 1  individually as the  lesson progresses  

Understand the NQF   levels  and the pathway from  matric to postgraduate  studies.  Teaching  6 min   Lesson 1  –   PowerPoint (Slides 13 – 17)   Lesson 1  –   Worksheet (Activity 1)  

 Conclusion &  Reflection  9 min  Lesson 1  –   PowerPoint (Slide 18)   Lesson 1  –   Worksheet (Activity 1 & 2)   Lesson 1  –   Worksheet MEMO   Mark Activity 1 and  complete Activity 2  individually  

     

