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                              Lesson 1 – Worksheet MEMO



Human Rights Violations: Activity 1
Read through the following extract and answer the questions that follow.

	Family and officials at odds over Muslim boy's beard at school
A private school has come under fire for refusing to allow a Muslim pupil to grow his beard in line with Islamic practices.
The Star reported that the boy's family believes the school is "racist" and acting unconstitutionally. The Grade 8 boy, 13, had reached puberty and wanted to grow his beard in line with the "Hanafi School of Islamic Jurisprudence (philosophy/ law), which obliges all males who have reached the age of puberty to grow a beard.
The school allegedly gave the parents an ultimatum that he either shaves off his beard or leaves the school. The matter was reported to the Education Department.  
 [Adapted from: News24.com; Accessed on 20 August 2023]



1. Define the term human rights violation AND briefly explain ONE example.
(1 + 1) (2)
Lower Order
If someone ignores or abuses your rights, it is called a violation of those rights.  


Example: If someone treats a person differently because of his or her race, it is a violation of the right to equality. 

Any ONE relevant example for ONE mark


1. List THREE human rights that are being violated in the above text.	
(3 x 1) (3)
Lower Order
Right to equality
Right to education
Right to freedom of association

Any THREE relevant answers for ONE mark each


1. Discuss ONE human right violation in the above text.	
    (1 x 2) (2)
Middle Order
The boy’s right to equality is being violated, because he is being discriminated against for being a Muslim. This is negatively impacting his education. 

Any ONE relevant answer for TWO marks
(i.e. ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier / explanation)


1. Suggest ONE counter strategy for this human right violation.	
(1 x 2) (2)
Higher Order
The parents can use legal methods, such as reporting the case to a court of law.

Any ONE relevant answer for TWO marks
(i.e. ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier / explanation)
	[9] 




Human Rights Violations: Activity 2
Read through the following extract and answer the questions that follow.

	Mom arrested for alleged child neglect after disabled daughter found tied to chair
A 30-year-old woman from Bela Bela in Limpopo has been arrested for alleged child neglect after her disabled 12-year-old daughter was found chained to a chair in a locked room.
The police had received a tip-off on Tuesday from concerned residents who alleged the woman was ill-treating her child. They alleged the child's mother often locked her up alone inside the house, police spokesperson Colonel Moatshe Ngoepe said.
"The police reacted swiftly and found a disabled 12-year-old girl chained to a chair in a locked room [and] took the necessary steps to ensure that the child was safe. The suspect was then arrested immediately," Ngoepe added.
While investigations are underway, the woman will appear in the Bela Bela Magistrate's Court on Thursday, where she faces a charge of child neglect.
 [Adapted from: News24.com; Accessed on 20 August 2023]



1. Name ONE human right that is being violated in the above text.	
(1 x 1) (1)
Lower Order
The right to not be abused as a child.


1. Describe the violation that occurred in the above text.	
(1 x 2) (2)
Middle Order
The mother of the child is abusing her by locking her in a room and chaining her to a chair. This is putting the child’s life in danger, because she cannot leave the home if there is a danger. 

Any ONE relevant answer for TWO marks
(i.e. ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier / explanation)


1. Evaluate the counterstrategy for the violation as described in the last paragraph of the above text.	
(1 x 2) (2)
Higher Order
The mother will face a charge of child neglect, which is a good thing,  but her behaviour has to be corrected. 
OR
The mother will be punished for neglecting and abusing her child,  however, the child might not have anywhere to go if her mother is incarcerated and not there.

Any ONE relevant answer for TWO marks
(i.e. ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier / explanation)


	[5]








Human Rights Violations: Activity 3
Read through the following extract and answer the questions that follow.

	Environmental Injustice in South Durban

The South Durban community share their neighbourhood with two of the country’s biggest oil refineries practically sitting on the residents’ doorsteps. These refineries have been major sources of air pollution and the associated high levels of asthma, cancer, and leukaemia. With air pollution killing an estimated 20,000 South Africans every year, this is yet another case of profit prioritised over people.

The vulnerable residents of Merebank, Wentworth, Clairwood, Bluff, and Umlazi have been the victims of dangerous chemicals. A study by Dr Barry Kistnasamy pronounced that children from Settlers Primary School fence line to Engen were three times more likely to be at risk from respiratory illnesses than children attending school north of Durban.
[Adapted from: Dailymaverick.co.za; Accessed on 20 August 2023]



1. State the human right being violated in the above text.	
(1 x 1) (1)
Lower Order
The right to a healthy environment.


1. Explain the human right violation in the above text.	
(1 x 2) (2)
Middle Order
The community members’ lives are put in danger or they are at risk from illnesses because the air they breathe is polluted by oil refineries. 

Any ONE relevant answer for TWO marks
(i.e. ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier / explanation)

 
1. Propose ONE way in which this violation could be countered.	
(1 x 2) (2)
Higher Order 
The community can use social networking  like organising protests or spreading the word to a larger community by posting about the issue on social media.

Any ONE relevant answer for TWO marks
(i.e. ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier / explanation)

	[5]
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