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Content Summary

Study and career funding providers
Because you are starting to make subject choices that influence your future career, it is important to understand how you can fund your studies or training. Many careers require further education after school. Tertiary education, such as university, college or trade school, can be expensive. That’s why it’s a good idea to start learning about study funding options early, so you can plan for your future. In the table below are some of the most common ways to fund your studies:
Definitions
Part-time: Working or for only part of the day or week.
Tuition: The money paid for teaching at a college or university.
Instalments: Smaller amounts of money paid over time.
Interest: Extra money you have to pay when you borrow money.
Graduate: To successfully complete a course of study.

	Work while studying
	Many students work part-time while studying. This helps them pay for tuition, textbooks or daily living expenses.

	Scholarships

	This is a form of financial support for students. Scholarships are awarded based on specific achievements such as academic excellence, sporting or cultural talent. Some scholarships also consider financial need. Unlike bursaries, scholarships don’t usually require you to work for a specific company after completing your studies.

	Student loans

	A student loan is money that you borrow from a bank or financial institution to help pay for your studies. 
· You must pay the loan back, usually in monthly instalments, once you finish studying.
· Most student loans include interest, which means you’ll pay back more than you borrowed.

	Bursaries

	A bursary is financial support given to a student, usually based on academic performance or financial need. Many bursaries are offered by companies or organisations. They often require you to work for the sponsor after you graduate.



Who are the funding providers?
Funding for further studies can come from many different sources. These are called funding providers. They include:
· Government organisations like NSFAS (National Student Financial Aid Scheme), which helps students from low-income households.
· Private companies that offer bursaries to students who want to study in fields like engineering, accounting, or IT. These often come with a work agreement after graduation.
· Non-profit organisations and foundations that support education and youth development.
· Universities and colleges that offer scholarships or bursaries to top-performing learners.
· Banks and lenders that provide student loans, which must be paid back after studying.
Importance of researching and meeting funding criteriaDefinitions
Criteria: The conditions or requirements that funders expect you to follow. 
Growth mindset: The belief that your abilities, intelligence, and talents can improve through effort, learning, and practice.


When applying for funding, you must meet certain criteria. For example, a bursary might require:
· A minimum average of 60% in your final exams
· That you study a specific course (like teaching or science)
· That your family earns below a certain amount per year

Researching the criteria early helps you:
· Know what to aim for in high school (e.g. academic marks, subject choices)
· Avoid missing deadlines or requirements
· Choose the right funding option that matches your needs and goals

Plan for own lifelong learning
Once you leave school, learning doesn’t stop. Whether you’re attending college, starting a job, or learning a skill like coding or baking, you are still learning. 

Lifelong learning means:
· Continuing to learn throughout your life
· Gaining knowledge or skills formally (like at a university) or informally (like watching YouTube tutorials)
· Staying curious and open to new ideas

	Lifelong learning is:
· A mindset: How you think about learning. People with a growth mindset believe they can always learn and improve.
· A habit: Something you do regularly, like reading, practising skills, or exploring new topics.



Importance of lifelong learning
In today’s fast-changing world, people need to keep learning to stay competitive, healthy, and successful. Here are some benefits of lifelong learning:

	Benefit
	What it means for you

	Updating your skills
	You stay sharp in your job and keep up with new technology.

	Brain health
	Learning helps keep your brain healthy and may reduce the risk of memory loss.

	Social skills
	You relate better to others and can take part in meaningful conversations.

	Satisfaction
	Learning something new gives you confidence and pride in your achievements.

	Leadership
	Lifelong learners make better leaders because they understand a wide range of topics.






Tips to be a lifelong learner
· Set learning goals: What would you like to know or be able to do in future?
· Know your learning style: Do you learn better by watching (visual), listening (audio), reading (reading and writing) or doing (kinaesthetic)? Choose what works best for you.
· Choose topics you enjoy: When you’re interested in something, you’ll stay motivated to learn more.
· Keep a positive mindset: Believe that you can grow and improve, even when something is difficult.

Goal-setting for lifelong learning 
Goal-setting is when you make a plan for what you want to achieve and how you will get there. There are 3 types of goals:
· Short-term goals: Things you want to do soon (e.g. pass your next test).
· Medium-term goals: Things that take longer (e.g. finish Grade 9 with good marks).
· Long-term goals: Future dreams (e.g. become a doctor, start a business).

To set learning goals, ask yourself:
· What do I already know?
· What would I like to learn next?
· How will this help me in my life or career?

Importance of goal-setting for lifelong learning
If you want to keep learning, you need to plan for it. Setting goals helps you:
· stay focused,
· make better choices, and
· feel proud when you reach your targets.

Lifelong learners set learning goals for school, for hobbies, and for future careers. These goals help you stay on track and keep growing.
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