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GRADE 12 LIFE ORIENTATION DISCURSIVE ESSAY (100 MARKS)
Topic:
Democracy and Human Rights
Instructions: 

1.	Read the sources on the overleaf and then answer the Topic Statement (in the block) in the form of a discursive essay as per the instructed format. 

2.	NB: Consider those points that you identify with and which you disagree with in order to respond to these points in an essay.

3.	Answer truthfully but ensure that your responses remain intelligent and objective.


Teacher / Pupil Feedback:  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Source 1 (Creates a context for the problem)
	Warning to American Travellers
Exercise increased caution in South Africa due to crime, civil unrest, and kidnapping. 
Country Summary:  Violent crime is common and includes armed robbery, rape, carjacking, and mugging.  There are also "smash-and-grab" attacks on vehicles.  Violent crime is more common in the downtown areas of big cities, especially after dark.
Demonstrations, protests, and strikes occur and can arise without warning.  They often interrupt traffic, transportation, and other services that can potentially turn violent. 
There is a threat of kidnapping across South Africa.  In the past, kidnappers have targeted U.S. citizens and other foreign travellers.  Criminals kidnap individuals for financial gain, often forcing victims to withdraw money and provide passwords for online accounts before releasing them.  While rare, kidnappings to extort ransom from family members also occur and many of these incidents involve violence.
 If you decide to travel to South Africa: 
· Plan your route. Stick to major highways. Avoid shortcuts through informal settlements.
· Don't rely on GPS apps. Avoid travelling on highways outside cities at night.
· Avoid walking alone, especially after dark. 
· Visit informal settlements only with a local guide or familiar face. 
· Do not display cash or valuables. 
· Drive with doors locked and windows closed. 
· Always carry a copy of your U.S. passport and visa (if applicable). 
· Keep original documents in a secure location. 
· Review the Country Security Report for South Africa. 

[Adapted from: www.travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/traveladvisories/south-africa-travel-advisory  
Accessed on: 17 January 2025] 








Source 2 (Perspective 1)
	Crime rates are influenced by a complex interplay of factors, including socio-economic conditions. There is a significant relationship between poverty, unemployment, inequality, and criminal behaviour.  Education, family structure, and community resources also play a role in shaping crime rates. Understanding the link between socio-economic factors and crime is essential for developing effective strategies to reduce crime rates and promote safer, more equitable communities. Economic disparities create environments of social and economic deprivation, where individuals may resort to criminal activities as a means of survival or to improve their economic situation. Poverty increases the likelihood of engaging in illegal activities, such as theft, drug trafficking, and property crimes, as individuals may perceive limited legitimate opportunities for advancement.
[Adapted from: https://www.alliedacademies.org/articles/the-impact-of-socioeconomic-factors-on-crime-rates   Accessed on 19 January 2025]



Source 3 (Perspective 2)
	Saying that "poverty causes crime" is an insult to every honest poor person. And if you really believe that poverty causes crime, then it must follow that wealth causes honesty and that the 1% must be the most honest, morally pure people in the world. Right? But no, you don't really trust them either. So if poverty causes crime AND wealth causes crime, then ask yourself: what causes people to be honest?
Poverty clearly doesn't drive crime because white-collar crime, wage theft, land grabbing, tax evasion, voter bribery, drug and human trafficking, treason, hacking etc. are all crimes of the wealthy.
Both extreme poverty and extreme wealth provide ample temptation to do what's evil. But the character of a man is what causes him to resist. And anyone, regardless of wealth or the lack of it, can develop and maintain character.
Sadly, character, principles, and morals are most lacking in many of these high-crime locations.
[Adapted from https://www.quora.com/Does-poverty-lead-to-crime-If-yes-why-so?top_ans=1477743689943361 Accessed on 19 January 2025]









ESSAY INSTRUCTIONS 
· Ensure that you follow the correct essay writing structure when writing your essay and that you fulfil the requirements outlined in the rubric.
· Consider the argument statement and read the sources provided for a contextual understanding before researching to develop a thorough understanding of the issues related to the argument statement.
· Build your argument by constructing a planning page first before writing your essay.

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the following statement in the form of an LO Discursive Essay:
	Poverty causes crime.



Your essay must conform to the requirements of the Life Orientation Discursive Essay. Your teacher will provide you with the IEB generic rubric. (Length: 500-600 words)

Follow the structure below:

Essay Structure

Introduction:	Include an opening statement (for effect), some background information, and state your mini essay's stance (position on the topic) and your goal. 

Body:	Include each separate point of your argument in a paragraph – ensure that you have a minimum of 5 different points.  For each point – state your point, explain what you mean, and give examples to support your point – either from the source or/and from your own experience. 

Conclusion:	  Include a summary of your main points, restate your stance, and include a closing 
	  statement (for effect)



Remember PEEL for each paragraph:
POINT: What is your paragraph going to be about? Start with a clear topic sentence.
EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE: Use evidence and examples to support your argument.
EXPLAIN: Explain how your evidence and examples support your point.
LINK: Tie the paragraph back to your essay question/quote and the position taken.
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