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GRADE 10 LIFE ORIENTATION: DISCURSIVE ESSAY (40 MARKS)

Topic:
Social and Environmental Responsibility
	

Instructions: 

1.	Read the sources on the overleaf and then answer the Topic Statement (in the block) in the form of a mini discursive essay as per the instructed format. 

2.	NB: Consider those points that you identify with and which you disagree with in order to respond to these points in an essay.

3.	Answer truthfully but ensure that your responses remain intelligent and objective.


Teacher / Pupil Feedback:  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Source 1
	Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) was launched as an integrated policy initiative to empower black people and redistribute wealth across the spectrum of South Africa's population. The Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment Act 53 of 2003, as amended in 2013, was enacted to correct the imbalances of apartheid and promote the transformation of the economy. The Codes of Good Practice adopted in terms of the Act were promulgated to provide a standard by which the BEE rating of enterprises can be calculated. BEE ratings are important to enterprises since enterprises use them to attract and retain clients: the higher an enterprise's BEE rating, the more it is likely to benefit financially. It is for this reason that it is in most enterprises' interests to have a good BEE rating. The BEE rating of an enterprise is calculated by using the rules and formulae in the Codes of Good Practice.

Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) is a South African government policy aimed at redressing the inequalities of apartheid by promoting economic transformation and increasing the participation of Black people in the economy. It includes measures such as Black ownership and control of businesses, representation in management, skills development, enterprise development, and preferential procurement. The goal is to create a more inclusive economy and provide broader socioeconomic benefits for Black communities.

[Adapted from https://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_serial&pid=2077-4907&lng=en&nrm=iso 
Accessed: 5 January 2025]



Source 2
	The ANC’s policy of black economic empowerment (BEE) is 30 years old this year. At the recent Black Business Council Gala Dinner, President Cyril Ramaphosa said that BEE has been a success. On the contrary, BEE has done far-reaching and lasting harm.

BEE adds layer upon layer of structural cost to the South African economy. Countless businesses lose bids that would otherwise provide better goods and services for public enjoyment at lower prices. Others who have no hope of complying or baulk at the prospect of having to racially re-engineer their enterprises steer clear. Predictably, this ever-smaller pool of suppliers leads to rising prices and deteriorating quality.

For over two decades now, state entities in South Africa have been paying anything between 10% and 1000% extra for goods and services. One must confront this fact to understand state failure in South Africa, from the collapse of municipalities, metros, and provinces to the distress of Eskom and the litany of problems in other state-owned entities.

BEE’s harms might be less pronounced in the private sector, where the discipline of profit-seeking contains the fallout. Still, there, too, it is a burdensome drag on performance that reverberates through value chains. The replacement of value-directed with politically directed business inevitably comes at a heavy price.

[Adapted from: https://www.politicsweb.co.za/opinion/the-third-wave-of-bee-what-it-is-and-why-it-must-b 
Accessed on: 5 January 2025]


Source 3
	Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment (B-BBEE) is a transformative policy framework in South Africa that is aimed at addressing historical economic imbalances and advancing inclusivity with a specific focus on Black People.

Benefits of B-BBEE:
1. Economic Transformation: B-BBEE actively contributes to economic transformation in South Africa by promoting the inclusion of Black People in various economic sectors. This transformation helps address historical inequalities and creates a more diverse and dynamic economy.
2. Job Creation: Through initiatives like Enterprise and Supplier Development, B-BBEE stimulates job creation by nurturing Black-Owned businesses and supporting their growth. These businesses, in turn, hire employees, effectively helping to reduce unemployment rates.
3. Skills Development: B-BBEE’s focus on Skills Development improves the overall skillset of the South African workforce. This benefits the economy by ensuring that there is a pool of skilled and qualified workers ready to contribute to the growth of various industries.
4. Enhanced Competitiveness: Businesses that embrace B-BBEE principles or initiatives can improve their competitiveness in the South African market. Compliance with B-BBEE requirements often allow these businesses to do business with other large enterprises that prioritise B-BBEE compliance.
5. Social Upliftment: B-BBEE’s emphasis on socio-economic development encourages businesses to invest in projects and initiatives to benefit large groupings of Black People.

B-BBEE remains a pivotal policy in South Africa’s journey toward a more inclusive and equitable economy. When we address the misconceptions and bring more attention to its benefits, we can appreciate its role in economic transformation, job creation, skills development and social upliftment. As South Africa continues to evolve and develop, B-BBEE remains an essential tool for creating a fair and prosperous society for all its citizens.

[Adapted from: https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/dispelling-misconceptions Accessed on: 5 January 2025]








Mini-Essay

Write a discursive essay in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement below. 

	The implementation of Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) has achieved its goals in addressing past inequalities.



Your response should consider the relevant perspectives reflected in the given texts as well as your own knowledge of the issue. You may refer directly to the given sources that have been used throughout this task in your response but must ensure that your own position and voice are clearly evident.

Your essay must conform to the requirements of the Life Orientation Discursive Essay. Your teacher will provide you with the IEB generic rubric. (Length: 500-600 words)

Follow the structure below:

Essay Structure

Introduction:	Include an opening statement (for effect), some background information, and state your mini essay's stance (position on the topic) and your goal. 

Body:	Include each separate point of your argument in a paragraph – ensure that you have a minimum of 5 different points.  For each point – state your point, explain what you mean, and give examples to support your point – either from the source or/and from your own experience. 

Conclusion:	  Include a summary of your main points, restate your stance, and include a closing 
	  statement (for effect)



Remember PEEL for each paragraph:
POINT: What is your paragraph going to be about? Start with a clear topic sentence.
EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE: Use evidence and examples to support your argument.
EXPLAIN: Explain how your evidence and examples support your point.
LINK: Tie the paragraph back to your essay question/quote and the position taken.
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