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GRADE 10 LIFE ORIENTATION: DISCURSIVE ESSAY (40 MARKS)

Topic:
Careers and Career Choices

Instructions: 

1.	Read the sources on the overleaf and then answer the Topic Statement (in the block) in the form of a mini discursive essay as per the instructed format. 

2.	NB: Consider those points that you identify with and which you disagree with in order to respond to these points in an essay.

3.	Answer truthfully but ensure that your responses remain intelligent and objective.


Teacher / Pupil Feedback:  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Source 1

	What is socio-economic status?
Socio-economic status (SES) refers to a specific configuration of material conditions — income, education, and occupational prestige — that impact how people think and behave.
Socio-economic status (SES) is an economic and social combined total measure of a person’s economic and social position in relation to others, based on income, education, and occupation; however, SES is more commonly used to depict an economic difference in society as a whole. Socio-economic status is typically broken into three levels (high, middle, and low) to describe the three places a family or an individual may fall in relation to others.
Education in higher socio-economic families is typically stressed as more important, both within the household, as well as the local community. In poorer areas, where food, shelter and safety are priorities, education often takes a back seat and becomes less of a priority. 
The assumption that individual choices and internal control are enough to overcome the impact of poverty further adds to the difficulty impoverished people have in overcoming economic hardships.
[Adapted from: https://career.iresearchnet.com/career-development/socioeconomic-status/ & https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/socioeconomic-diversity-workplace-and-education-smart-underprivileged-and-overlooked Accessed on: 6 January 2025]



Source 2
	Chris Gardner: The True Pursuit of Happiness
From Homelessness to Wall Street Success

Chris Gardner's remarkable journey from homelessness to success inspired the 2006 film "The Pursuit of Happiness".
Born on February 9, 1954, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Chris Gardner faced adversity from a young age. Gardner spent time in foster care during his childhood. He attended local public schools in Milwaukee, where he showed promise as a student despite the obstacles he faced. Gardner's early life was marred by domestic violence. His stepfather was physically abusive towards his mother and siblings.
Chris Gardner's journey to financial success was marked by determination and resilience. He navigated various career paths, overcoming significant obstacles along the way. In 1981, Gardner seized an opportunity for a career change. He applied for and secured an unpaid internship at Dean Witter Reynolds, a prominent stock brokerage firm. This decision was risky, as it meant giving up his stable income from medical equipment sales. Gardner balanced his internship duties with caring for his young son, often juggling work and childcare responsibilities. He studied diligently, often staying late at the office to absorb as much knowledge as possible. 



	His dedication and quick learning impressed his superiors. In 1982, he passed his Series 7 Exam, becoming a licensed stockbroker. This achievement marked a turning point in his career. He was hired full-time at Dean Witter Reynolds, finally securing a stable position in the finance industry. In 1987, he founded his own brokerage firm, Gardner Rich & Co, in Chicago. The company started small but grew steadily under Gardner's leadership. His firm specialised in corporate finance and focused on servicing institutional clients.
Through strategic business decisions and hard work, Gardner transformed his small startup into a multi-million dollar enterprise. He expanded the firm's operations and client base, establishing a reputation for excellence in the financial industry. By the early 2000s, Gardner had achieved millionaire status, a remarkable feat considering his humble beginnings. His story illustrates how perseverance and determination can overcome the class ceiling of socio-economic status.
[Adapted from: https://www.factualamerica.com/behind-the-screenplay/chris-gardner-the-true-pursuit-of-happyness Accessed on: 6 January 2025]



Source 3
	The Impact of Socio-economic Status on Educational Attainment
Family Background: One of the primary factors influencing the relationship between SES and educational attainment is family background. Families with higher SES tend to provide a conducive environment for children's learning and development. They often have greater access to educational resources such as books, tutoring services, and enrichment activities, which can enhance children's academic skills and performance. Additionally, parents with higher levels of education and occupational prestige are more likely to value education and actively support their children's educational pursuits through parental involvement, guidance, and encouragement. Conversely, children from lower SES backgrounds may face challenges such as limited access to educational resources, unstable family environments, and higher levels of stress, which can adversely impact their academic achievement and educational attainment.
Individual Characteristics and Motivation: Individual characteristics, including cognitive abilities, motivation, and resilience, also play a crucial role in determining educational attainment. While SES can influence individuals' access to resources and opportunities, it does not solely determine their academic outcomes. Students from low SES backgrounds may exhibit varying levels of academic potential and motivation, with some demonstrating exceptional resilience and determination to overcome socio-economic barriers and pursue educational goals. Conversely, students from high SES backgrounds may face pressures or expectations associated with their socio-economic status, which can impact their academic performance and educational choices. Therefore, individual differences in personality, learning styles, and socio-emotional development interact with SES to shape students' educational trajectories and outcomes.
[Adapted from: https://www.erpublications.com/uploaded_files/download/dr-anupama-gupta_KriMX.pdf 
Accessed on: 6 January 2025]






Mini-Essay

Write a discursive essay in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement below. 

	Socio-economic status is the biggest barrier to career progression, compared to any other. 



Your response should consider the relevant perspectives reflected in the given texts as well as your own knowledge of the issue. You may refer directly to the given sources that have been used throughout this task in your response but must ensure that your own position and voice are clearly evident.

Your essay must conform to the requirements of the Life Orientation Discursive Essay. Your teacher will provide you with the IEB generic rubric. (Length: 500-600 words)

Follow the structure below:

Essay Structure

Introduction:	Include an opening statement (for effect), some background information, and state your mini essay's stance (position on the topic) and your goal. 

Body:	Include each separate point of your argument in a paragraph – ensure that you have a minimum of 5 different points.  For each point – state your point, explain what you mean, and give examples to support your point – either from the source or/and from your own experience. 

Conclusion:	  Include a summary of your main points, restate your stance, and include a closing 
	  statement (for effect)



Remember PEEL for each paragraph:
POINT: What is your paragraph going to be about? Start with a clear topic sentence.
EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE: Use evidence and examples to support your argument.
EXPLAIN: Explain how your evidence and examples support your point.
LINK: Tie the paragraph back to your essay question/quote and the position taken.
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