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Grade 11 Mini Discursive Essay (50 Marks)

Topics: Development of the Self in Society and Careers and Career Choices

Instructions 

1. Read the article on the next page and then answer the Topic Statement in the form of a discursive essay according to the instructed format. 

2. NB: Consider those points that you identify with and which you disagree with - in order to respond to these points in an essay.

3. Answer truthfully but ensure that your responses remain intelligent and objective.


Teacher / Pupil Feedback: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



















[bookmark: _Hlk157266427]Source 1: 

The Potential and Concerns Surrounding Artificial Intelligence

AI, or artificial intelligence, is a hot topic that has captivated the minds of many. Depending on one’s perspective, it can either be seen as a force that will lead us into a new era of technological progress or a potential threat to humanity’s existence. 
Nina Schick, author of “Deepfakes: The Coming Apocalypse,” believes that AI will become increasingly integrated into our creative and knowledge processes in the next year. She compares its impact to that of smartphones, suggesting that it will revolutionize our lives. Schick sees AI as the most significant technological revolution to have ever affected society.
Mo Gawdat, an author and prominent voice on AI and happiness, concurs with Schick’s assessment. He believes that the way we currently live will no longer be the same, although not necessarily in a disastrous way. Gawdat suggests that we will look back on this time in awe. However, he raises concerns not about the machines themselves but about the humans behind them – those who write the AI algorithms and shape their behaviour. Gawdat argues that the focus should be on human ethics rather than solely on AI.
Despite these anxieties, there are potential benefits on the horizon. Chu Zhu from Klarna, a proponent of AI in the corporate sphere, highlights its efficiency and productivity. He believes it is one of the most powerful tools available, making intelligence available to everyone and empowering companies in a cost-effective manner. Zhu suggests that AI has the potential to become one of the greatest tools for businesses globally, comparable to the invention of the internet.
In conclusion, while there are concerns surrounding AI’s impact on society, there are also promising possibilities. It is a transformative force that can enhance productivity and creativity across various sectors. The key lies in addressing human ethics and ensuring responsible development and implementation of AI technologies. 

Retrieved from: Clark, C,  25/07/ 2023, The Potential and Concerns Surrounding Artificial Intelligence, Fagen Wasanni Technologies, 
https://fagenwasanni.com/news/the-potential-and-concerns-surrounding-artificial-intelligence/79588/ Date Accessed 26 July 2023









Mini-Essay

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]You are required to write a response to the following statement using some of the points outlined in the source above. Further research is required, and a reference list must be provided. 


To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement:  







Certain elements of human judgment must become indispensable in the world when deciding on the most important things in life, otherwise, smart machines will outsmart mankind.

You may agree or disagree with the sentiments of the source, or you may ‘sit on the fence’.  In either case, you need to provide specific examples (From the source and from your own experience, etc.) and justify your position by referring to these examples.



Follow the following structure… 


Introduction – Include an opening statement (for effect) and state your mini essay's stance (position on the topic) and goal. 

Body of essay – Include each separate point of your argument in a paragraph – ensure that you have a minimum of 6 different points.  For each point – state your point, explain what you mean, and give examples to support your point – either from the source or/and from your own experience. 

Conclusion – Include a summary of your main points, restates your stance, and include a closing statement (for effect)

Please refer to the rubric on the following page for an indication of how you will be assessed….


Remember PEEL for each paragraph.
POINT: What is your paragraph going to be about? Start with a clear topic sentence.
EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE: Use evidence and examples to support your argument.
EXPLAIN: Explain how your evidence and examples support your point.
LINK: Tie the paragraph back to your essay question/quote and the position taken.





Marking Rubric

	Introduction
	0 - 2
	3
	4
	5

	Includes an opening statement (for effect), a stance and a goal of the mini essay.
	All elements are included – but poorly written and thought through / only a few of the elements are included and delivered at a poor standard.
	All elements are included but delivered at an average standard / most of the elements are included – effort is adequate. 
	All elements are incorporated and are well-written and thought-through.
	All elements are excellently incorporated and are intelligently written and well-thought-through.

	Conclusions
	0 - 2
	3
	4
	5

	Includes a summary of the main points, a stance is restated, and a closing statement is included.
	All elements are included – but poorly written and thought through / only a few of the elements are included and delivered at a poor standard.
	All elements are included but delivered at an average standard / most of the elements are included – effort is adequate.
	All elements are incorporated and are well-written and thought-through.
	All elements are excellently incorporated and are intelligently written and well-thought-through.

	
	0 - 11
	12 - 20
	21 - 23
	24 - 30

	
6X5=30

5 marks for each point paragraph comprised of a valid point aligned with the stance (1); explanation (2), e.g’s (2)
	The student's responses show a lack of adequate justification and thought around the topic. Tends to get sidetracked and does not make a valid argument. 
Limited or no use of examples.
	The student attempts to build a response but lacks insight into the nature of the topic.
Poor or limited use of examples. Examples are generally superficial.
	A good response to the question shows the student’s position or argument on both sides of the issue with validity.
Use of valid examples as justification.
	Detailed and thorough response showing a clear position agreeing or disagreeing with the question statement. The student uses highly valid examples to justify his/her argument. 

	Own Voice 
	Is clearly conveyed
	
	
	5

	Structure
	Paragraphs flow logically & the required structure Is Followed
	5

	Total (50)
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