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GRADE 11 DISCURSIVE ESSAY (40 Marks)
TOPIC: DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Democratic Participation
Write a discursive essay in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement below. 
“Social media creates greater divisions than it does unite people.”




Your response should consider the relevant perspectives reflected in the given texts as well as your own knowledge of the issue. You may refer directly to the given sources that have been used throughout this task in your response. Further research is required, and a reference list must be provided. You must ensure that your own position and voice are clearly evident.
Your essay must conform to the requirements of the Life Orientation Discursive Essay. Your teacher will provide you with the IEB generic rubric.
Length 500-600 words
Discursive Essay Structure:
· Introduction: In your introduction give context to the question, take a position and briefly map your supporting arguments.
· Paragraph: Outline supporting argument 1 for your position on the topic. Use examples and evidence to support the argument. Link.
· Paragraph 2: Outline argument 2 for your position on the topic. Use examples and evidence to support the arguments. Link.
· Paragraph 3: Outline your counter argument. Use examples and evidence to support the argument. Remember to minimize this argument. Link.
· Conclusion: Sum up your essay briefly. Re-state your key points. Do not bring up any new information. Re-state your position.
 
Remember PEEL for each paragraph.
POINT: What is your paragraph going to be about? Start with a clear topic sentence.
EVIDENCE/EXAMPLE: Use evidence and examples to support your argument.
EXPLAIN: Explain how your evidence and examples support your point.
LINK: Tie the paragraph back to your essay question/quote and the position taken.


SOURCE DOCUMENT

Source 1:

[Source retrieved from Bing]

Social media has become an integral part of our daily lives, with billions of people using it worldwide. It has revolutionized the way we communicate, share information, and interact with each other. However, it has also brought about several negative impacts on society.
On the positive side, social media has enabled people to connect with each other from all over the world. It has made it easier for people to stay in touch with their loved ones, even if they are miles apart. Social media has also given a voice to people who were previously unheard, allowing them to share their opinions and ideas with a wider audience. It has also helped businesses to reach out to their customers more effectively and efficiently.
However, social media has also brought about several negative impacts on society. One of the most significant negative impacts is the spread of misinformation. Social media platforms have become breeding grounds for fake news and propaganda, which can have serious consequences. Misinformation can lead to confusion, panic, and even violence in some cases. Social media has also been linked to mental health issues such as depression, anxiety, and addiction. The constant need to check notifications and updates can be overwhelming and lead to feelings of anxiety and stress.
Another negative impact of social media is the loss of privacy. Social media platforms collect vast amounts of data about their users, which can be used to target them with ads and other content. This has raised concerns about data privacy and security, with many people worried about how their personal information is being used.
In conclusion, social media has had a significant impact on our lives, both positive and negative. While it has enabled us to connect with each other more easily and efficiently, it has also brought about several negative impacts such as the spread of misinformation, mental health issues, and loss of privacy. It is important to use social media responsibly and be aware of its potential negative impacts.
 






Source 2:
Retrieved from: https://activebeat.com/your-health/women/5-ways-social-media-contributes-to-social-isolation/  Date Accessed 12 January 2024
5 Ways Social Media Contributes to Social Isolation
In today’s modern society, thanks to the internet, social media and texting, people are more connected now than at any other time in history. However, people are also lonelier and more isolated in their non-virtual lives, according to social psychologist, Sherry Turkle. Instead of interacting in person and in real time, many people have turned to hiding behind social media platforms. Supportive, nurturing and loving interpersonal relationships are vital to overall health and well being.
Social Networking Provides Distraction from Real Life
Social media has dramatically changed our ability to stay focused on what’s going on immediately around us and lets us “escape” and instantly go “elsewhere”. In social settings if things become awkward or uncomfortable, we often seek solace in social media. Instead of learning to deal with these feelings and work through them we can revert to our phones or online social networking sites to distract us from the difficulties in our real time and immediate relationships.
Social Media Provides the Illusion of Companionship
Social media provides virtual substitutes to actual friends and family. It allows people to maintain emotional distance with the illusion of intimacy. A study by Carnegie Mellon University found that when people interacted directly with friends on Facebook, their contentment and feelings of happiness increased. However, if their interaction on Facebook was passive, they reported feeling more isolated and unhappy. Social Media Can Negatively Affect Self Image
People tend to post idealized photos on social media of their work, meals, pets, holidays, fantasies, friends, and families. Social media allows people to give the illusion that other folks are leading a fabulous, exciting and successful life. The result is that many people viewing these glorified profiles are left feeling inadequate and deficient in comparison.
Social Media Provides the Illusion of Social Connection
Although social media can allow people to maintain connections with family, good friends, and co-workers it can also give us the misguided impression that we share the same connection with virtual strangers or passing acquaintances. Anyone can “friend” anyone, without ever actually having met in person. This can prove to be dangerous as social media has become a favoured fishing hole for predators of every kind.
Social Media Reduces Intimacy
People have a tendency to give precedence to others who aren’t present over people who are present. For example a teen may be tweeting on his phone at the breakfast table instead of interacting with his family. Social media has contributed to reducing the intimacy of relationships by interrupting and stealing quality time. Being present in the moment with your loved ones can prove to be much better for your health and happiness in the long run.



Source 3:
Retrieved from: https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/digital-media-literacy/how-filter-bubbles-isolate-you/1/  Date Accessed 12 January 2024
What is an echo chamber?
Information can come from many different sources and perspectives. But when you’re only hearing the same perspectives and opinions over and over again, you may be in something called an echo chamber.
An echo chamber is an environment where a person only encounters information or opinions that reflect and reinforce their own. Echo chambers can create misinformation and distort a person’s perspective so they have difficulty considering opposing viewpoints and discussing complicated topics. They’re fueled in part by confirmation bias, which is the tendency to favor info that reinforces existing beliefs.
Echo chambers can happen anywhere information is exchanged, whether it’s online or in real life. But on the Internet, almost anyone can quickly find like-minded people and perspectives via social media and countless news sources. This has made echo chambers far more numerous and easy to fall into.
The Internet also has a unique type of echo chamber called a filter bubble. Filter bubbles are created by algorithms that keep track of what you click on. Websites will then use those algorithms to primarily show you content that’s similar to what you’ve already expressed interest in. This can prevent you from finding new ideas and perspectives online.
Being in a filter bubble means these algorithms have isolated you from information and perspectives you haven’t already expressed an interest in, meaning you may miss out on important information. For instance, a social media site may hide posts from friends with different viewpoints, or a news site may display articles it thinks you’ll agree with. You may not even realize you’re in a filter bubble because these algorithms don’t ask for your permission, tell you when they’re active, or say what they’re keeping from you. In fact, they’ve become a part of the Internet as a whole, and if you want to go online, avoiding them is almost impossible.



Source 4:
Retrieved from: https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/news/just-how-harmful-social-media-our-experts-weigh  Date Accessed 12 January 2024
What do we know about the mental health risks of social media use?
Mellins: Facebook and Instagram and other social media platforms are important sources of socialization and relationship-building for many young people. Although there are important benefits, social media can also provide platforms for bullying and exclusion, unrealistic expectations about body image and sources of popularity, normalization of risk-taking behaviors, and can be detrimental to mental health. Girls and young people who identify as sexual and gender minorities can be especially vulnerable as targets. Young people’s brains are still developing, and as individuals, young people are developing their own identities. What they see on social media can define what is expected in ways that is not accurate and that can be destructive to identity development and self-image. Adolescence is a time of risk-taking, which is both a strength and a vulnerability. Social media can exacerbate risks, as we have seen played out in the news. 
Are there any upsides to social media?
Mellins: For young people, social media provides a platform to help them figure out who they are. For very shy or introverted young people, it can be a way to meet others with similar interests. During the pandemic, social media made it possible for people to connect in ways when in-person socialization was not possible.  Social support and socializing are critical influences on coping and resilience. Friends we couldn’t see in person were available online and allowed us important points of connection. On the other hand, fewer opportunities for in-person interactions with friends and family meant less of a real-world check on some of the negative influences of social media.
Whether it’s social media or in person, a good peer group makes the difference. A group of friends that connects over shared interests like art or music, and is balanced in their outlook on eating and appearance, is a positive. – Deborah Glasofer
Glasofer: Whether it’s social media or in person, a good peer group makes the difference. A group of friends that connects over shared interests like art or music, and is balanced in their outlook on eating and appearance, is a positive. In fact, a good peer group online may be protective against negative in-person influences. For those with a history of eating disorders, there are body-positive and recovery groups on social media. Some people find these groups to be supportive; for others, it’s more beneficial to move on and pursue other interest.




Source 5:
Retrieved from: https://openr.co/the-power-of-social-media-how-it-can-be-used-to-solve-problems/  Date Accessed 12 January 2024
Benefits of Social Media
In recent years, social media has become an increasingly popular tool for solving various types of problems. From small scale issues such as coordinating a group project or finding a lost pet, to larger scale problems such as organizing a protest or raising awareness for a cause, social media has proven to be a powerful tool for bringing people together to solve problems. One of the most notable examples of social media being used to solve a problem is the #MeToo movement. This movement was started on social media as a way to bring attention to the prevalence of sexual harassment and assault, and to give survivors a platform to share their stories. The #MeToo movement has since led to many changes, such as an increase in reporting of sexual misconduct, and the creation of new laws and policies to protect survivors. Social media has also been used to solve problems on a more personal level. For example, many people have used social media to connect with long-lost friends or relatives, or to find support and advice from others who are going through similar experiences. Overall, social media has shown to be a valuable tool for solving all types of problems, big and small. As long as people continue to use it for good, there is no doubt that social media will continue to make a positive impact on the world.
Among the most significant benefits of social media is the ability to connect. Every time you click on a link, it will connect you to a large number of users all over the world. Social media, combined with its global reach and connections, could facilitate the spread of information around the world, making it easier for people to interact with one another. It has a positive impact on people all over the world.
The main issue with social media is that it is addictive. It becomes more difficult to fix it as time passes. This is a social problem as well because it can lead to cyberbullying, social anxiety, depression, and exposure to inappropriate content. As a result, social media can be viewed as a social problem as well as a solution.
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