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Lesson 4 – Worksheet MEMO

Activity 1: Subject Choice Reflections

                                           Learners will give personalized responses to this activity.
Reasons why…
I should research requirements for 			I should ask for advice from my parents or 
higher institutions:						teachers:







I shouldn’t choose a subject because I like a teacher, my friends are taking it or my parents expect me to:









I found this to beneficial because: 	I should base my decisions on: 
						
																																																																																																																
						My strengths, talents and abilities make me unique							because:










Activity 2: 

[bookmark: _Hlk138863782]Answer the following questions by writing the answer next to the question number 
(2.1 to 2.4). Write your answers in full sentences.

2.1	Define the concept of good decision-making.			          		             (1x1) (1)
              
           Good decision-making is: 

· Choosing actions that give the best outcome for themselves and others (✔)
· Entering into the decision-making process with an open mind and not let their own biases sway them (✔)
· To make decisions rationally, after researching alternatives and understanding the consequences (✔)
Any ONE of the above for ONE mark

2.2	Provide THREE reasons why Grade 9’s might be indecisive when trying to choose 
	subjects.										             (3x1) (3)
 												    
              Grade 9’s might be indecisive because:

· they are not aware of all the subjects available to them (✔)
· they feel overwhelmed by the idea of subject choice (✔)
· they do not know what career field they want to pursue (✔)
· they do not know what their strengths/abilities/weaknesses are (✔)
· they are being influenced by what their parents want (✔)
· they are being influenced by what their peers are doing (✔)
Any THREE of the above for ONE mark each

2.3	Discuss why good decision making is important when Grade 9’s make their subject choice. 												             (1x2) (2)
           Good decision making is needed so that:

· learners make the correct choice (✔) this ensures that they won’t waste time doing subjects they won’t need in the future. (✔)
· learners consider what careers they are interested in (✔) this ensures that their subject choice is in line with their future goals.
· learners are allowing themselves a wide variety of career options (✔) this means that they are not limiting their future prospects. (✔)
Any ONE of the above for TWO marks
(i.e ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier/outcome) 



2.4	Describe TWO steps a Grade 9 should consider when making their decision about 
	subject choice.							   		             (2x2) (4) 

           Steps in the decision-making process should include:

· Gather relevant information about different subject options (✔) by speaking to educators or looking at CAP documents (✔)
· By looking at the content of subjects (✔) you will see if you need them for a future career or whether your will enjoy them or not (✔)
· As you collect information, you will probably identify several possible career options (✔) You can use the additional information to look at subjects that you may not have considered yet (✔)
Any TWO of the above for TWO marks each
             (i.e ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier/outcome)
                                                                                                                                                     (10)

Activity 3: 

Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow.

	Maria is a grade 9 learner about to make her subject choice. She will have to work hard to get a good matric pass to be able to apply to follow her career ambition to become a lawyer. While there are no required subjects for admission to the legal profession, Maria will be competing with many other matriculants for the limited places in the legal course. 
She is aware that while studying law there will be a lot of essay writing, talking to people and practical components where she will need to argue ‘cases’ to practice her skills.
[Adapted from https://careerguidanceproject.co.za/exploration/subject-choices
Accessed 16 August 2022]


Write paragraphs on subject choice.
Use the following as a guideline.

· Differentiate between required subjects and recommended subjects with regards to tertiary institutions.   								                                  (1+1) (2)

         Required subjects refers to:

· subjects that a learner has to have in order to apply for a particular course (✔)
· specific subject combinations which are required in order for an applicant to be admitted to a specific course (✔)
· subjects that form the basis for further studies and are a requirement for specific fields of study (✔)
Any ONE of the above for ONE mark
          AND
          Recommended subjects refers to:

· subjects that will make a course easier (✔)
· subjects which are not required for admission to a specific course, but are useful as they will build on your current knowledge base (✔)

              Any ONE of the above for ONE mark

· Explain TWO ways Maria can build skills needed if she is looking to go into the legal field.    
										          	             (2x2) (4)
          Skills which will assist Maria are:

· essay writing (✔) as this would assist with learning how to build an argument in writing (✔)
· debating (✔) as she will need to be able to argue cases (✔)
· speed reading (✔) as there will be numerous documents to read through (✔)
· learning other languages (✔) as clients may speak another language and this will make it easier for her to understand them (✔)
Any TWO of the above for TWO marks each
(i.e ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier/outcome)

· Recommend TWO things Maria can do while in school to make herself a more
competitive applicant for this course.					                       (2x2) (4)

           To make herself a competitive applicant, Maria can:

· participate extra murals such as model UN (✔) as this builds an understanding of legalities that she will need (✔)
· leadership positions (✔) as this shows she can speak to others and balance academics among other things (✔)
· work-shadow within the legal field (✔) as this proves her interest in the field/ allows her to build skills within the field (✔)

Any TWO of the above for TWO marks each
(i.e ONE mark for statement and ONE mark for qualifier/outcome) 
(10)
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