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Research Project 

Human and Social Environmental Responsibility
MEMO

	Weighting (suggested) 
	Weighting (Actual)
	Cognitive level 
	Bloom’s taxonomy 

	40% (28 marks) 
	28
	Lower Order
	Level 1&2

	40% (28 marks) 
	28
	Middle Order
	Level 3&4

	20% (14 marks) 
	14
	Higher Order
	Level 5&6




	Activity
	Description
	Possible Mark
	Mark Obtained
	Moderated Mark

	Section A
	Question 1: 
	
30
	
	

	
	Question 2: 
	
15
	
	

	Section B
	Question 3: 
	
20
	
	

	
	Referencing
	
5
	
	

	TOTAL
	

	70
	
	



	NOTE TO TEACHERS:
Learner answers will be specific to their context and may differ from the responses suggested in this MEMO. Please allow for any relevant and credible responses. 



SECTION A: 

QUESTION 1:			[image: ]
COVID-19 has highlighted the problem of pollution on our planet. During lockdown, the earth smiled. With so many people confined to their homes, rivers and waterways started looking cleaner, smog dissipated, and wildlife started filling open spaces. Post lockdown, however, pollution is again a huge (and growing) concern. 
Conduct research on your own on a specific form of pollution in your community. This could be the littering of a local park, for example, or perhaps the poor water quality/water pollution of a local river. Write a well-researched essay on your choice of pollution in your local community. 
If you cannot find an example in your local community, consider the kinds of pollution South Africa is facing as a county. 
Use the points provided to help structure your research essay (paragraphs):
[image: ]
1.1 Identify a specific form of pollution in your community and describe the problem.	(1+3)(4)
 												(Lower Order)
Learners will have their own responses. Their answers should include:

1 mark:	Identification of a specific problem related to pollution in their community or SA.
3 marks:	A description of the problem (Any THREE for ONE mark each). 
SAMPLE ANSWER
Plastic pollution ✔
In South Africa, only 16% of plastic is recycled ✔
The rest of the plastic ends up at landfill locations where they can end up in rivers (due to wind, littering, improper waste management, overflowing landfills) ✔
Sadly 8 million metric tons of discarded plastic end up in the ocean ✔
OR ANY OTHER VALID RESPONSES
1.2 Name FIVE consequences of this kind of pollution that your community is experiencing.   (5x1)(5)
 												(Lower Order)
SAMPLE ANSWER
Rising beach temperatures ✔
Marine species ingest or are entangled by plastic debris ✔
The toxins from the plastics threaten human health ✔
A dirty environment with plastic lying everywhere ✔
Contributes to climate change ✔
Causes more land pollution ✔
Any FIVE of the above or any other relevant responses. 
1.3 What is your understanding of the term “environmental health programme”?	(1x2)(2) 											              (Lower Order)
Some kind of intervention or plan ✔that works to improve the environment ✔

1.4 Identify ONE environmental health programme in South Africa 
      that is actively working to fight the form of pollution you chose to discuss. 	(1x1)(1)                                                                 
  	                                                                                               				(Lower Order)
1 mark: Identify campaign
SAMPLE ANSWER:
NAME OF CAMPAIGN/ORGANISATION	Rethink the bag ✔

1.5 Explain TWO ways how this environmental health programme is fighting 
       against the specific form of pollution you chose to discuss. 				(2x2)(4)
 											 (Middle Order)	
Description (TWO POINTS) of campaign and how it helps (FOR TWO MARKS EACH). 

SAMPLE ANSWER:
DETAILS					Educates people about the use of plastic bags ✔ so that 
                                                                                       people	don’t pollute out of ignorance ✔ 
						
 						Equips them with tools to implement change ✔ for example
						people can sign a pledge to buy reusable shopping bags ✔
                                                                                 
                                                                                   OR ANY OTHER VALID RESPONSES

1.6 Discuss TWO reasons why the environmental health programme you identified 
       in Question 1.4 is effective for the specific pollution problem you chose.			(2x2)(4)
 											(Middle Order)
SAMPLE ANSWER:
The programme is effective because it educates people about the terrible effects of plastic bags ✔ which leads to greater awareness ✔ 
The programme shares with people how they can implement change by giving them reusable bags ✔ which means people have the practical means to change their behaviour ✔
OR ANY OTHER VALID RESPONSES

1.7 Discuss ONE law that has been passed by the municipality regarding the specific 
       pollution problem you chose and explain (TWO POINTS) why it is effective.	               (3x2)(6)
 											              (Middle Order)
SAMPLE ANSWER:
ONE POINT DISCUSSING THE LAW (1x2)(2)
The plastic bags levy was implemented in 2020 ✔ and it ensures that people who want to use plastic bags for shopping must buy them and thus pay for the bags ✔ 

TWO POINTS EXPLAINING WHY IT IS EFFECTIVE (2x2)(4)
People will not want to spend money on plastic bags ✔and thus this reduces the amount of plastic that needs to be thrown away ✔
People will rather invest in strong bags that can be reused repeatedly✔ rather than buying new plastic bags during each shop. ✔
People will not request plastic bags unnecessarily when they shop ✔ as that is now an additional expense that can be saved. ✔
OR ANY OTHER VALID RESPONSES

1.8 Critically discuss TWO ways how pollution could be a violation of our human rights.	(2x2)(4)
 											              (Higher Order)
SAMPLE ANSWER:
Pollution is the introduction of harmful materials into the environment, ✔  thus it impacts on our human right to live in an environment that is not harmful to our health or well-being ✔ 

Plastic pollution creates visual pollution that has a negative impact on communities ✔ and therefore our right to a clean environment is violated ✔	

OR ANY OTHER VALID RESPONSES
													(30)



QUESTION 2: 
NATION BUILDING								                                      

Nation-building is the basis on which to ensure that the country takes up an effective role within the world community. South Africa's nation-building project includes forming a common identity, while recognising and respecting diverse ethnic, racial and other groupings. We can contribute towards nation-building in small ways even within our school environment.  
Research a South African (either living or deceased) who has significantly contributed to nation-building in South Africa and how this person can inspire you and your peers to contribute towards nation-building at your school.
Write an essay in which you include the following: 
· Introduction: Identify this person.				   		             (1)
 											(Lower Order)
· Discuss FIVE ways how this person contributed to nation-building in 
South Africa.									            (5x2)(10) 
 										            (Middle Order)
· Recommend TWO practical ways how you and your peers could 
contribute to nation-building at your school.					             (2x2)(4)
 										             (Higher Order)
ONE mark for identifying a suitable individual 
Use the following rubric to mark the two paragraphs (10 marks + 4 marks):
	
	Outstanding
	Meritorious
	Substantial
	Not Achieved

	
	14 - 12
	11 - 9
	5-7
	4-0

	· FIVE WAYS THE INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTED




· TWO PRACTICAL WAYS
	Excellent information provided - shows clear understanding of FIVE WAYS the person contributed to nation building.


Learner shows outstanding understanding of how he/she could practically work towards nation-building at your school.

	Shows above average understanding of FIVE WAYS the person contributed to nation building.



Learner shows above average understanding of how he/she could practically work towards nation-building at your school.

	Limited information provided - shows limited understanding of FIVE WAYS the person contributed to nation building.

Learner shows below average understanding of how he/she could practically work towards nation-building at your school.

	No or little understanding of FIVE WAYS the person contributed to nation building.



No or little understanding of how he/she could practically work towards nation-building at your school.



[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll] 													(15)
                                                 [TOTAL: SECTION A: 45]

SECTION B: 
QUESTION 3: 
HEALTH, SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY - HIV/AIDS/COVID
	[image: ]
https://www.infectiousdiseaseadvisor.com/home/topics/covid19/people-living-with-hiv-may-have-worse-covid-19-outcomes/



Create a poster that highlights how people who are HIV positive can take care of themselves during the COVID-19 pandemic. Include the following research on your poster: 
3.1 Identify TWO organisations in your area that a learner who is HIV positive might 
       contact for advice on living healthily with HIV during the COVID-19 pandemic.		(2x1)(2)
 												(Lower Order)
National Aids Helpline ✔
Nacosa ✔
OR ANY OTHER VALID RESPONSES
Teacher NOTE: Only accept organizations that do offer a service and /or are accessible to persons within that area.
3.2 Explain exactly how each organisation offers assistance to people living with HIV. 	(2x1)(2)
												(Lower Order)

National Aids Helpline: The objective of the line is to provide anonymous, confidential, accessible information, counselling and referral telephone services in all eleven official languages in South Africa ✔ 

Nacosa: This organisation offers training and mentoring particularly among children and youth, key populations and women and girls who are HIV positive ✔ 
OR ANY OTHER VALID RESPONSES
3.3 Outline SIX ways that a HIV positive person could better manage his / her health.                (6x1)(6)
											               (Lower Order)
Stay positive (mindset)
Take medication as prescribed
Practice good hygiene
Foster strong relationships
Visit the doctor as often as recommended
Educate oneself about HIV
Eat a healthy diet
Get daily exercise 
Any SIX of the above or any other relevant responses.

3.4 Describe TWO COVID-19 protocols that one could adhere to during any kind of 
       activity in public. 										(2x2)(4)
 											              (Middle Order)
Wash hands regularly ✔ to ensure germs are kept at a minimum ✔  
Use hand sanitiser as often as possible ✔ as we are not always able to wash our hands
during public activities ✔  
Social distance ✔ to avoid the spread of the virus ✔ 
Wear masks ✔ to protect others from moisture droplets that could contain the virus ✔  
OR ANY OTHER VALID RESPONSES
3.5 Recommend THREE practical strategies to people living with trauma after losing 
       someone because of COVID-19.  								(3x2)(6)
 											              (Higher Order)
ANY THREE
Suggest attendance of a counselling or support group ✔ to help them deal with their loss ✔
Suggest that the person ask family members and friends to intentionally call or host group calls with them ✔ to stay connected and check in on a regular basis during the grieving period.  ✔
Suggest the person co-ordinate a date and time for family and friends to honor their loved one ✔ by reciting a selected poem, reading, or prayer within their own households ✔
Suggest the person develops a virtual memory book, blog, or webpage ✔ to remember their loved one, and then ask family and friends to contribute their memories and stories ✔
Suggest the person seek spiritual support ✔ from a faith-based organization (including their religious leaders and congregations), if applicable. ✔
OR ANY OTHER VALID RESPONSES
                                                                                                                                                                        (20)
                                            [TOTAL: SECTION B: 20]

REFERENCING										
You will be marked for your referencing for both Section A and Section B so be sure to follow the instructions regarding the Harvard Referencing Format, attached to this project. You will need to create a reference list (bibliography) according to the Harvard Referencing Style. All pictures will need to have a reference in your reference list as well as a caption underneath each picture.
Please see rubric below for further guidance.
No reference list = ZERO for this section. 
See below rubric for more information on mark distribution.
	
	0 - 1
	2-3
	4
	5

	Referencing, Presentation and editing
	No reference list = 0 
Just URLs/ titles listed = Max 1
Layout Instructions were not followed. Little or no effort went into making the reference list. Fewer than FIVE sources.
	An attempted reference list with referencing techniques only partially adhered to. 
Important aspects such as name, date and URL are present, but it lacks finer details such as publisher or name of website, etc.
	Complete Harvard Reference List. Use of correct referencing techniques. No more than 3 minor errors or 1 major error. There is clear effort made to ensure that Harvard formatting instructions were followed. One or two extra sources were included. 
	A proper and complete bibliography. All sources perfectly referenced and listed alphabetically. Fantastic overall impression. Learner went over and above to ensure that the assignment was thoroughly referenced and included many extra sources. 



								                                     (5)
 										                              (Lower Order)

[GRAND TOTAL: 45 + 20 + 5 = 70]
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