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Lesson 2 – Worksheet MEMO
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Activity 1: Peer Activity
 
1. Give any TWO reasons why the Bill of Rights is so important?
	
1. The Bill of Rights protects our democracy. 
2. The Bill of Rights protects our citizens. 
3. The Bill of Rights keeps the government accountable.




2. [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]How has the work of organizations that fight for the human rights of children and women been impacted by the COVID 19 pandemic?


	They may have seen an increase in human rights violations as women and children have to stay at home during lockdown. 

They may have been prevented from continuing their work in the form of community projects or outreaches since social distancing and lockdown has made interacting with others very tricky. 
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Activity 2: Group Activity

Join up with another pair in the class so that you are a group of four. Your teacher will assign you EITHER the SAHRC or the Equality Courts. Read through the information provided and complete the table that follows on your assigned organization. 









	SOUTH AFRICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISION
https://www.sahrc.org.za/index.php/about-us/about-the-sahrc 

The South African Human Rights Commission is the national institution with the main function being to support constitutional democracy. It is committed to promote respect for, observance of and protection of human rights for everyone without fear or favour. The Commission was inaugurated on 02 October 1995 under the Human Rights Commission Act 54 of 1994 and as provided for by the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa Act 200 of 1993. 1. 

The South African Human Rights Commission must –

a) promote respect for human rights and a culture of human rights;
b) promote the protection, development and attainment of human rights; and
c) monitor and assess the observance of human rights in the Republic.






	EQUALITY COURTS
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/j/jii/4750978.0015.203/--equality-courts-in-south-africa-legal-access-for-the-poor?rgn=main;view=fulltext 

Equality Courts are courts designed to address human rights violations covered by the Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act 4 of 2000, also known as the Equality Act.
 
You can approach an Equality Court with any complaint about:
· Unfair discrimination.
· Publication of information that unfairly discriminates.
· Harassment.
· Hate speech.
Once the court has heard the complaint, they will decide what must be done to rectify the situation. Since the first Equality Courts were opened in 2003, they have been the site of some notable human rights victories. For example, Equality Court cases have led to the provision of wheelchair access in courtrooms and government offices. 




NOTE: You have space to write answers for both examples of protection agencies. Ensure that you take answers down from other groups on both agencies. 


SOUTH AFRICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISION

	QUESTIONS
	ANSWERS

	Function
	The main function of the SAHRC is to support constitutional democracy. It is committed to promote respect for, observance of and protection of human rights for everyone without fear or favour.

	Task / Role 
	The South African Human Rights Commission must –
a) promote respect for human rights and a culture of human rights;
b) promote the protection, development and attainment of human 
    rights; and
c) monitor and assess the observance of human rights in the Republic.





EQUALITY COURTS

	QUESTIONS
	ANSWERS

	Function
	Equality courts are there to address human rights violations covered by the Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act 4 of 2000

	What is the right to equality?
	The right to equality provides for the equal treatment of everyone before the law, prevents discrimination on various grounds, treats everybody as equals in matters of public employment, and abolishes untouchability, and titles

	Task / Role 
	You can approach an Equality Court with any complaint about:
· Unfair discrimination.
· Publication of information that unfairly discriminates.
· Harassment.
· Hate speech.
Once the court has heard the complaint, they will decide what must be done to rectify the situation
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Activity 3: Self-Reflection 

1. Consider the Bill of Rights. Which right is the most important for you, personally? Why do you feel this way?

	Example answer:
Right to basic education is most important to me because it is the vehicle for success and an independent life as an adult so that I can experience and take advantage of other human rights, such as the right to equality.




2. Who could you approach if you experience hate speech from a teacher at school or witness hate speech towards a classmate?

	The principal
Your class representative on the RCL
Your parents
The equality courts
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