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A comparison between the
 National Senior Certificate & National Certificate Vocational

	NATIONAL SENIOR CERTIFICATE
	NATIONAL CERTIFICATE VOCATIONAL

	The NSC provides learners with several post-school opportunities based on their performance in Grade 12. Jobs at the entry-level, learnerships and internships, and admittance to colleges, universities, and other higher education institutions are all options.


	The National Certificate Vocational (NCV) is a high-skills, high-quality, and high-knowledge programme that gives practical experience and is designed to promptly respond to today’s industry’s primary skill requirements. This qualification will also allow you to enrol in higher education courses provided you choose the right subjects.

	A NSC gives learners more general education with a stronger focus on academics.
	A NCV is directed at vocational training. Students study skills in a specific field of work.

	Both have compulsory subjects and take the same time to complete.

	The NSC enables learners to access to a variety of post-school opportunities depending on their performance in Grade 12. The opportunities include entry-level employment, admission to learnerships and internships, and admission to colleges, universities, and other higher education institutions.
	The NCV includes key academic disciplines that students must study in school, such as languages, mathematics, and mathematical literacy, as well as life orientation. Learners receive not only a skills-focused, practical education and workplace education, but they also receive most of the fundamentals anticipated of a typical school.

	In order to obtain the National Senior Certificate in Grade 12, learners must have SEVEN subjects – four compulsory and three which are chosen at the end of Grade 9 for Grade 10 – 12.
The four compulsory subjects are 2 official Languages (one Home Language and one First Additional Language), Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy and Life Orientation. Learners must also choose three optional subjects from a list of 25 approved subjects. Of these, a maximum of two additional languages may be selected.

If you want to go to University:
Accounting, Agricultural Sciences, Business Studies, Dramatic Arts, Economics, Engineering Graphics and Design, Geography, History, Consumer Studies, Information Technology, Languages (refer to institution websites for their language entry requirements), Life Sciences, Mathematics, Mathematical Literacy, Music, Physical Sciences, Religion studies and Visual Arts.

If you want to attend a University of Technology:
Accounting, Agricultural Management Practices, Agricultural Sciences, Agricultural technology, Business Studies, Civil Technology, Computer Applications Technology, Consumer Studies, Dance Studies, Dramatic Arts, Economics, Electrical Technology, Engineering Graphics and Design, Geography, History, Hospitality Studies, Information Technology, Languages, Life Sciences, Mechanical Technology, Mathematics, Mathematical Literacy, Music, Physical Sciences, Religion studies, Tourism and Visual Arts.
	CURRICULUM:
Each NC(V) qualification has a total of SEVEN SUBJECTS per NQF level.
THREE of the seven subjects are called FUNDAMENTAL SUBJECTS - they are common for all learning areas (sub-fields) and are also COMPULSORY. 
The three fundamental subjects are:
Life Orientation
English First Additional Language
Mathematics (all Engineering Studies and Finance, Economics & Accounting), Mathematical Literacy (Business and Utility Studies).

The purpose of the fundamental subjects is to provide a foundation upon which to build the vocational subjects.

The other four subjects are called VOCATIONAL SUBJECTS. These subjects are also compulsory. These subjects are the core subjects for each specific programme / sub-field.


	THE OBJECTIVE OF NSC QUALIFICATION
Provide learners with the skills, information, and values they need to achieve self-satisfaction and meaningful engagement in society and make the transfer to the workplace easier.
Ensure that access to higher education is available.

	THE OBJECTIVE OF NCV QUALIFICATION
Provide learners with the practical skills, applied competence, and information necessary for employment in a certain occupation or trade, and make the transfer to the workplace as smooth as possible.
Ensure that access to higher education is available.


	What are the minimum prerequisites for a NSC:
The following are the minimum requirements: 
At the Home Language level, achieve 40% 
in three subjects, one of which is an official language, and 30% in three subjects. 
In the SBA component of the subjects presented, provide complete evidence.
	What are the minimum prerequisites for a NCV:
You must pass all SEVEN subjects to obtain the NC(V) qualification at a particular level and to progress to the next NQF Level
The pass requirement for the four vocational subjects is 50% per subject
The pass requirement for the fundamentals subjects is as follows
Life Orientation - 40%
English First Additional Language - 40%
Mathematics/Mathematical Literacy - 30%


	National Senior Certificate (NSC): Umalusi-accredited public or independent schools. At the end of Grade 12, the learner receives an NSC from Umalusi.
	National Vocational Certificate: Umalusi accredits public and private Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) colleges. At the end of each year, the learner receives an NCV from Umalusi.

	Below are some benefits for obtaining the NSC:
· You need it to get into university or college
A matric certificate is the legal minimum requirement for admission to a few of the courses offered at any South African university. This means if you want to study any degree at any university, you have to have matric certificate. Depending on your results, this will determine if you'll need to opt for a bridging course to improve your marks or not.
· You need credits in order to study what you want
You have to pass certain subjects at a certain level of credits to meet the entry requirements. Universities have a points system in place – learners are awarded a certain number of points according to their final matric marks. Different courses demand different amounts of points.
· Opens up an array of job opportunities 
For many jobs, the minimum entry requirements are to have a matric certificate. You can immediately start working once you've completed high school and work your way up in a field you are passionate about.

	Below are some benefits for NCV programmes:
· Students can get a National Certificate Vocational by mastering a specific set of skills in preparation for the workplace. This means that even if students do not complete matriculation, they will have the opportunity to develop their talents and construct a successful career.
· NCV courses are also beneficial to kids who struggle in regular school settings. Instead, these students can study NCV qualifications to obtain a matriculation-level certification.
· Having an NCV qualification means you’ll have more job opportunities in your field. With the highest NCV qualification, you will also have more job opportunities than you would with a traditional matric certificate.
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