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GBV Fact Sheet

What is gender-based violence?

GBV is defined by the UN as an umbrella term “for any harmful act that is perpetrated against a person’s will and that is based on socially ascribed (gender) differences between females and males.” 
In other words, GBV is usually characterized by physical, sexual, mental, or economic harm forced on a person, usually a woman or girl, and includes sexual harassment and violence, female genital mutilation, child marriage, psychological abuse, and controlling behaviors.
It goes against gender equality for women and girls but rather encourages income inequality and significantly holds back the global fight to reduce poverty and achieve the UN’s Global Goals.

· Globally, 1 in 3 women have been beaten, coerced into sex, or abused in some other way — usually by someone they know. 
· Around 641 million women worldwide have experienced at least one incidence of physical and sexual violence from a romantic partner.
· As many as 38% of murders of women globally are committed by their intimate partners.
· In some countries, the World Bank estimates that violence against women can a cost up to 3.7% of the country’s GDP in lost productivity — thus impacting the capacities of many families to earn.

How many people are affected by GBV? 

The numbers are staggering: 200 million women have experienced female genital mutilation; while 33% - 51% of women and girls aged 15-49 in Oceania, Southern Asia, and sub-Saharan Africa have experienced some form of violence from an intimate partner. 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), “an estimated 37% of women living in the poorest countries have experienced physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence in their life, with some of these countries having a prevalence as high as 1 in 2.”
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