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Activity 1:
              
Petition

Read the below scenario before writing a petition to your local government. 

Scenario:
You are a soccer player and enjoy hanging out with your friends in a park a few blocks from your home. The problem is there always seems to be an overflow of sewerage in the park whenever it’s been raining a few days. The sewerage gets all over the players clothes and sometimes some of your friends have gotten sick. You wish there was something you could do that would sort out this ongoing problem

Use the SAMPLE CASE STUDY as a guideline on what to write.  Address the main issue and then find some signatures from your classmates.

[bookmark: _Hlk122414549](Note: Your petition will be made at a Provincial level as your previous attempts at Municipal level were not successful. Each province is responsible for waste management within that province. Reference: http://wastepolicy.environment.gov.za/book/export/html/246) 

















SAMPLE CASE STUDY:

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
(Form of Petition to Parliament)
____________
TO THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED
The Petition of the undersigned 
1 Here insert (a) in the case of one petitioner, name, description and place of residence and (b) in the case of more than one petitioner, description and place of residence.
2 Here set forth the case or circumstances to be brought to the notice of Parliament and the nature of the relief asked for.
Petition: Sewerage overflow into Wetland causing major health risks and water
interruptions of residents of Banaero Park.
Respectfully shows: 
We, the residents of Banaero Park are requesting the Portfolio Committee of Human Settlements and Water and Sanitation and the Portfolio Committee of COGTA to urgently intervene and address the serious health risks residents of the City of Elurhuleni are forced to endure on a daily basis. 
The pleas of the residents to government is to do something about the thousands of litres of raw sewage that is flowing into the wetlands in Marigane and Lanseria street in Bonaero Park, Kempton Park. Residents are complaining that they cannot open their windows because of the severe stench that they have to endure 24 hours a day. The existing sewer line which was installed many years ago within the perimeter of this important wetland has become severely perforated due to old age, which has led to the raw sewage seeping out of this pipe into the wetland. Residents are unable to go outside or open the windows of their homes for fear of breathing in this stench. This has been a problem in the area for more than 10 years. 
This wetland used to be a major attraction with hundreds of flamingos frequenting the 
wetland and home to many fauna species. However, due to the current state of the 
wetlands the flamingos have disappeared as have the fauna species. 

Residents are requesting that immediate action be taken to rectify the continual overflow of raw sewerage into Poo Lake, which is causing severe health risks and environmental damage, as well as urgently sort out the lack of water pressure in Bonaero Park. 
It’s unacceptable that ratepayers struggle to get access to a basic human right, such as water.

We, the undersigned residents of ward 23 and 25, hereby petition the Member of the Mayoral Committee for Water, Sanitation and energy, Councillor Tiisetso Nketle, to honour her undertakings, which she gave to affected communities of these wards, at a public meeting held in Bonaero Park.
The inadequate water infrastructure to these areas is failing very many residents in these two wards, including a major retirement village, due to regular and constant inadequate water pressure and supply.  The Constitution of South Africa, section 27 clearly states that, everyone has the right to have sufficient food and water.  It is the responsibility of the City of Ekurhuleni to provide this access to sufficient water.
________________________ 
Wherefore your petitioner (or petitioners) prays (pray) that the Honourable Parliament will be pleased to take his (or their) case into favourable consideration and grant such relief as it may deem fit. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
(Signatures to follow)

Complete you petition in the template below: 

Your address:		            
                                                                                              
                                                                             Date:	
		
______________________ Provincial Legislature (Include province)
To the speaker of the ________________ Provincial Legislature (Include province)

This petition from __________________________________________________________________________________________ (insert words describing who- the community-  the petition is from.  E.g. Concerned citizens of Langa.) draws the attention of the Speaker of the House to: (Describe the reason for your petition below.)
																																																																																											
We therefore ask the Speaker of the House to: (you must explain your request here.)
																																																				

Principal Petitioner
Name and Surname: 				 (this is your name and surname)
Signature: 						
Address: 												
Cell no: 					 email: 						

Name and signature:
(This is where others who support your petition will sign.
1)													
2)													
3)													
4)													
5)													
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Activity 2:

Refer to Slide 4 in the Lesson 1 - PowerPoint and make notes, answering the question below:

              How would you describe good governance of a country? 

· 												
· 												
· 												
· 												
· 												
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Activity 3:
Being part of a constitutional democracy means that there are rules that govern our county that everyone needs to follow, even the president. 
The “rule of law” is the law that governs a land. This law protects human rights, keeps us safe, solves disputes and helps us live our everyday lives. These laws/ rights are not only there to protect us but rather there is a balance between responsibility and rights.

Study the FIVE principles that define the Rule of Law and answer the questions that follow.

· A government should be accountable - this means that a government cannot do what they like. The courts in the land are independent and the free press can report on the government. 
· There should be an absence of corruption – there should be no bribery or stealing of funds. Government and other officials should not be corrupt. 
· There should be security and order - this means that crime is controlled. There is no civil unrest / conflict and terrorism.
· There should be an open government that enforces the laws and regulations of the land - meaning that people should know the laws and understand them at all times. People have the right to be involved in the process of making laws.
· There should always be access to justice - people should be able to fix problems peacefully without violence or taking the law into their own hands.


Knowing these FIVE principles, answer the following questions:

1) Explain the term “freedom of the press” and why the press should have the right to report on government activities. 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________

2) Describe the punishment procedure for breaking the following laws in South Africa?
· Speeding? 
________________________________________________________

· Driving without a driver’s licence? 
________________________________________________________

· Committing murder? 
________________________________________________________

· Driving under the influence of alcohol? 
________________________________________________________

3) Suggest TWO ways in which government could educate the public on the Rule of Law and the responsibility of the government to the people? 
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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Activity 4:

Answer the reflection questions below.
· Based on the content covered this lesson on democracy, what do you still find difficult to understand and need to revise for homework? 



· How can you motivate yourself to become a responsible citizen who takes part in public participations like community meetings? 

HOMEWORK:

Your homework is made up of TWO parts. 

1) Bring along a local district newspaper that highlights local stories / concerns about the area you live in.

2) You will need to investigate the procedures of your local governmental structures. Use TWO of the points below to guide your research. 

Guidelines
             Visit the online-site https://www.gov.za/links/provincial-government, 
             before searching for the following information within your province:

· The names of THREE departments within local government. 
E.g. Department of education
· Who is the premier of your province? 
· Find out the name of the municipality responsible for the area you live in.
· What is the name of a state hospital in your area that provides free health care?

               Use your research to compile a half page report on your provincial government and 
               bring it to class for the next lesson.
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